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MISSION STATEMENT
The King’s Academy exists to assist the home and church in their endeavor 
to “train up a child in the way he should go” (Proverbs 22:6). Its mission is to 
share salvation through Jesus Christ and to graduate Christian leaders who 
seek to impact their world for the King of kings through academic excellence 
and spiritual vitality.
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    FIAT LUX

A Word from 
the President

Dear TKA Family,

As I wrote this letter, I was somewhere over the 
Caribbean, flying with 43 King’s students and chaperones 
to the second poorest nation in the western hemisphere, 
Nicaragua.  Upon landing, our destination was Cristo Rey 
(in English “Christ the King”), one of the poorest barrios 
on the outskirts of the capital city of Managua. There 
we served “the least of these,” constructing homes of 
concrete and steel for six families who previously resided 
in makeshift shanties made of materials scavenged from 
the nearby dump.
   Less than a week after our return from Nicaragua, 93 
TKA students and chaperones boarded buses bound for 
Washington D.C., the capital of the wealthiest nation 
in the world; destined to perform for America’s elite 
— including the most powerful man in the world as he 
assumed the Presidency. There, via television and the 
web, we the school “where Christ is King” wished the 
entire world God’s best; closing the 58th presidential 
inaugural’s Voices of the People welcome celebration 
with Let There Be Peace On Earth in the shadow of the 
Lincoln Memorial.
   The dichotomy of these two incredible opportunities 
cannot be understated. By most measures; economic, 
political, or cultural; the gap between the ghettos of 
Managua and the National Mall is astounding. Yet in one 

area of need, both are equal. Rich or poor, influential or 
forgotten, healthy or sick, self-sufficient or in want; all 
of humanity is in need of the free gift of salvation from 
Christ our King.
   Matthew 28 tells us to “go into all the world.” TKA’s 
mission statement instructs us to “share salvation through 
Jesus Christ.” During these extraordinary two weeks our 
students have done exactly that, sharing “Good News” 
to those in need, both in squalor and grandeur. They 
have shown God’s mercy to the aristocracy and to the 
common man. They have spoken truth, in love, to both 
power and the powerless. They have communicated hope 
to an increasingly hopeless world. I am grateful that our 
Lord has opened the doors of Nicaragua and Washington 
D.C. to the students of The King’s Academy and that he 
has expanded TKA’s influence from sixty acres to the 
entire world. May we always have the courage to take His 
message of love and forgiveness on the stage, or in the 
slums, or wherever He places us.

Sincerely,
 

Randal L. Martin
President

Scan QR code  
to see photos  
from the trip
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A Lifelong Learner

At The King’s Academy, we believe that a quality  
  Christian education should be much more than 

textbooks, assignments, and tests; but rather an 
opportunity for students to explore, imagine, and create. 
Over the course of years a child may spend at The King’s 
Academy, he/she will encounter many teachers who 
are passionate about their subject areas and desire each 
of their students to not only understand content but 
be motivated to delve deeper. One of our core goals as 
a school is to instill a genuine love of learning in every 
student. While each student will have certain passions 
and strengths, we strive to immerse all in a balanced 
curriculum that engages students in a myriad of subjects 
while providing numerous opportunities to explore areas 
of special interest. 

   At The King’s Academy, the focal point and center of 
our learning is the person and work of Jesus Christ. “All 
things are in Him, through Him, and for Him” (Col. 1:17). 
Our pursuit is the “Word,” incarnate, spoken, and written. 
It is the center casting a shadow on all other learning. 
   Hence, as an organization where learning is central 
to everything, we are thrilled when our students grab 
hold of the truth. We are also encouraged when they 
apply what they have learned at school to make an 
impact on their community. We sincerely believe the 
process learned at TKA will develop skills that will guide 
our students for their entire life. This type of ongoing, 
voluntary, and self-motivated pursuit of learning will 
allow them to be true difference makers in our world for 
years to come. 

1  Sixth grade students in STEM Lab worked in teams to build a 
remote controlled ClawBot with four motors and multiple sensors. 
Teams competed in a challenge of steering the ClawBot to collect 
three colored blocks and depositing them into a designated 
collection zone.
2  After studying the Civil War era, Mr. Champion’s 8th grade 
American History Honors students engaged in their first Structured 
Academic Controversy on the topic of slavery. Students analyzed 
various primary source documents from the era and completed 
their own research on the topic in order to understand President 
Lincoln’s role in leading our country through one of its most difficult 
times.
3  Mr. John Raines’ AP United States History class held a memorial 
service for Abraham Lincoln, paying tribute to his life and 
accomplishments by role-playing important figures in his life.

3
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Lifelong Learning
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Mr. Sawyer’s Military History students 
researched, designed, and built working 
trebuchet models in order to understand 
the importance of siege weapons during 

the medieval age of castles, as well as the 
logistics and engineering needed to construct 

them. They competed in groups,  securing 
points based on distance and accuracy.



 

ADAM 

MILLER
ELEMENTARY 

PRINCIPAL 

The King’s Academy:  Distinctly Excellent

Distinctly Different
Before joining the team of uniquely gifted faculty, staff, 

and administrators at The King’s Academy, I had the 
opportunity to serve at two other Christian schools, as well 
as two public research universities. Each experience was 
invaluable and helped shape my philosophy of leadership 
and educational development. However, The King’s 
Academy is distinctly different. 
   TKA is esteemed regionally, nationally, and globally 
as a leader in education. Visitors to our campus notice 
both the distinction of the Academy as well as its warm, 
welcoming atmosphere. At The King’s Academy, we 
strive for excellence in everything. But how do we define 
“excellence” within the elementary school at TKA? The 
answer is simple but requires daily, active participation 
from the teachers, students, and parents: our shared goal 
and vision is for students to reach their developmental and 
academic potential while enjoying the process. 
   I firmly believe that we are all lifelong learners; the end 
of schooling does not mean the end of learning. Our faculty 
and staff reflect that mentality. The elementary faculty 
at TKA has more than 352 years of combined teaching 
experience. The average tenure of a TKA elementary 
faculty member is 16 years. Our teachers have served for 
so many years because of their love for the students and 
their commitment to the mission of the Academy! Miss 
Delia Albee teaches kindergarten and has taught at TKA 
for 38 years. She was recently honored with the Teacher 
of Excellence Award for the month of November. Her 

colleagues say that Miss Albee spends hours searching for 
new ideas and innovative ways to help her students learn. 
Her decades-long zest for teaching and making things fun 
is refreshing!   
   Miss Albee is just one example of the dedicated faculty 
and staff of lifelong learners who serve the students and 
families every day at TKA. Earlier this fall, the elementary 
faculty was presented a professional development 
opportunity including training and subsequent 
certification for Gifted and Talented Instruction. There 
was an overwhelming response with more than 87% 
of the faculty committing to the 2-year training. This 
demonstrates the eagerness of King’s faculty to learn 
and grow in ways that will benefit the student body. This 
specific training will benefit all TKA elementary students 
as they are challenged to think creatively and critically. 
   I am blessed far beyond anything I could have 
imagined to be a part of the TKA Family. On behalf 
of an experienced faculty that strives for excellence in 

everything, the most excellent 
thing we can do as a faculty is to 
continue to love and serve the 
Lord. Through our relationship 
with Him, we can better love 
and serve children through 

education. 
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Miss Albee and her students in 1996



“
”

Our shared 
goal and vision 
is for students 
to reach their 
developmental 
and academic 
potential while 
enjoying the 
process.
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A C A D E M I C S

Exciting works of art are being created in Visual 
Arts classes this fall! Students are gaining a strong 

understanding of the Principles of Design and how, 
when paired with the Elements of Art, they are able to 
grow as artists to be excellent examples of how God has 
gifted each person with unique talents. 
•  Students have been focusing on how God has blessed 

each person with eyes to see unlike anyone else and 
how developing dynamic compositions sets them apart 
as artists. They have been challenged to push their 
ideas of what makes a dynamic composition and look 
at observational work from a variety of viewpoints.

•  Students have learned how color is used to develop 
depth of field within a composition by working 
with dark and warm colors in the foregrounds and 
developing light, cool colors in their backgrounds. 

•  3D Sculpture students have focused on how the 
Principles of Design are at the core of what they 
construct as a 3D artist. They have inquired into the 
works of Alexander Calder and Louise Nevelson while 
being given Biblical design challenges as inspiration 
for their final work. 

•  Students created white paper texture relief projects 
based on their understanding of Isaiah 40:31 as 
well as created mixed media sculptures visually 
communicating how everyday objects can be “fearfully 
and wonderfully made” when redesigned with a  
design purpose. 

Visual Arts Program
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Sean Hart ’16 wrote to The Chronicle about 
the impact of TKA’s Engineering Track. Sean 

was an excellent student and a star pitcher 
on TKA’s baseball squad. He is currently 
a freshman studying engineering at Rice 
University. He is pictured with a Saturn V 

rocket at NASA’s Johnson Center.

“MANY OPPORTUNITIES WOULD NOT HAVE COME AS QUICKLY  

IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE ENGINEERING CLASS AT KING’S.”

Even in my first semester of college at Rice University 
 in Houston, Texas, the skills I learned in King’s 

Engineering Track proved to be invaluable, despite only 
being able to take the introductory class. There are so 
many extracurricular opportunities in college, and I have 
been able to take advantage of and maximize several 
simply because of my familiarity with CAD programs  
and engineering drawings. Upon entering Rice, I 
quickly joined Eclipse, one of five college organizations 
nationally that has regularly scheduled rocket tests. 
   I was able to stand out from the other 60-plus new 
students because I was able to hit the ground running 
with all facets of CAD, from creating files to reading 
drawings. As a result, I was given the responsibility 

to lead a team in the creation of carrying cases for our 
very delicate graphite nozzles, and I have taken over 
the manufacturing of the nozzles for one of our rocket 
models. 
   I am convinced these opportunities would not have 
come as quickly if it were not for the engineering class 
at King’s. In addition to the technical skills learned from 
the program, I was able to absorb a lot of information 
about the engineering world, from college to industry, 
from an actual engineer. Mr. Keith Allen was always 
more than willing to offer up pieces of advice about the 
next steps in my engineering path. I am grateful for the 
exceptional education I received at King’s.

TKA Graduate Benefits from Engineering Track
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By Sean Hart, TKA Class of 2016



8 |  THE CHRONICLE



TKA Broadcast Crew & Studio 70 
Making (Air)Waves!

TKA’s Studio 70 is growing by 
leaps and bounds under 

the leadership of alumna Macey (Leslie) 
Norton ‘08 and Shelby Kimpel. First 
opened in January of 2015, the studio 
offers students fantastic opportunities 
for hands-on experience with the 
latest digital media and state-of-the-art 
equipment!
   Broadcasting classes, morning 
announcements, and TKA Broadcast Crew 
have taken over the TKA airwaves, with students 
planning, shooting, producing, and editing both live 
and recorded games, performances, interviews, and 
promotional items.
   Students use Adobe Premiere Pro, Lightroom, and 
Photoshop software along with BlackMagic studio 
cameras, Canon 60D mobile cameras, and Sony 
equipment on a daily basis — sometimes during class 
and sometimes after school. Broadcasting Class and 
Digital Cinema Class meet during school hours, while the 
TKA Broadcast Crew live-streams after school games and 
events across campus.
   The year kicked off with live, student-produced 
streams of all Lions varsity football home games, a 
great season to capture on film! (See pages 30-31). The 
Crew also captured a sensational Grandparents’ Day/

Veterans Day program. Traditional TKA morning 
announcements that alumni know and love 

are now filmed in both live and recorded 
formats and streamed to classrooms. Lions 
basketball and soccer games have been 
live-streamed too!
   Digital Cinema Class has directed, 
shot, and edited short films capturing 

teacher testimonies and stories, along with 
student autobiographies. Photography classes 

designed for future photographers focus on 
digital capturing and editing skills, along with artistic 

interpretation of photography.
   The TKA Broadcast Crew and Classes’ theme verse 
is Matthew 24:14 “And this Gospel of the kingdom 
will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 
testimony to the nations.” The Crew is set to broadcast 
with excellence and dedication to serve the Lord. God 
has blessed TKA with the best of equipment, strong 
leadership, and talented students who may one day 
become world changers at ESPN, CBS, CNN, Fox News, 
and beyond!

Scan QR code to 
watch Mr. Shaw’s 
Testimony

Scan QR code to 
watch Mr. Huether’s 
Testimony

Scan QR code to 
watch TKA morning 
announcements
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Summer Enrichment Programs

Providing students with many choices, including 
electives and honors, Advanced Placement, and dual 

enrollment courses, in high school is a key component of 
what we believe is the best preparation students receive 
for college success,” explains TKA Secondary Principal 
Sonya Jones ’87.
   This year TKA added additional elective offerings 
including pre-law, STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics), Sports Medicine, and 

Conservatory Fine Arts programs, and students are 
taking advantage of these additions in record numbers!  
   “Students often become motivated to seek other 
experiences outside of the regular classroom, even 
during summers and school breaks,” Jones continues.  
“We know the benefits of learning both inside and 
outside the classroom, and will continue to afford our 
students this invaluable college preparation.”

“

SONYA 

JONES
SECONDARY 
PRINCIPAL

KRISTINE “KRISSY” HANLON ‘18

Kristine travelled to Kenya this summer to attend 
the commissioning of a Safe Water Project in a 
Maasai village. The organization Water Mission 
initiates such projects in more than 50 countries 
around the world as they share the Gospel. 
“Being a missionary has been a childhood dream 
of mine,” Krissy says. “God blessed me with 
an adventurous spirit, and I felt called to this 
experience! It was not my first missions trip, so it 
was not the first time my eyes have been opened 
to life in a third-world country. My eyes did not 
necessarily open, but my heart did! I have never 
experienced people so content with the little they 
have. The Water Mission trip encouraged me to 
fulfill my calling to be a missionary.”

KENYA

“WE KNOW THE BENEFITS OF LEARNING BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM, 
AND WILL CONTINUE TO AFFORD OUR STUDENTS THIS INVALUABLE COLLEGE PREPARATION.”   

SONYA JONES  ‘87, SECONDARY PRINCIPAL

Preparing for Success
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KYLE MARTIN ‘19

“This summer I applied to attend the Society of 
American Military Engineers (SAME) Engineering 
and Construction Camp at the United States Air 
Force Academy. The Academy is a truly amazing 
place full of truly amazing men and women who 
serve our great nation. My team, Delta Wing, built 
a dog house, a sprinkler system, a water balloon 
launcher and a concrete beam which was stress 
tested at the end of the week by a professional 
contractor. I am very grateful God allowed me 
to have this experience with the SAME this 
summer!”

JULIA VALENTE ’17

“During this past summer, I was accepted into a 
college-level summer program at the University  
of Georgia. At the Dean Stuart Feldman Pharmacy 
Summer Program, I was given the opportunity 
to participate in new research and contribute the 
results to their program involving precipitation 
and crystallization processes of proteins. This 
experience introduced me to a world of chemistry 
I did not have knowledge of before, and, while  
it was challenging, I loved it.” 
   Julia was also accepted into the Rensselaer 
Research Polymer Chemistry Summer Program 
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute that prepares 
students for rigorous study, research, and 
laboratory experiences.  

JACOB BRODNICK ‘17

“If you know anything about me, you know that 
I’ve wanted to join the Navy since about 5th 
grade, so when the opportunity arose to attend 
Summer Seminar at the Naval Academy I couldn’t 
refuse. Summer Seminar is basically a miniature 
boot camp that gives you a week-long picture 
of what life is like at the Naval Academy. It was 
truly life changing, and I learned that you can get 
through just about anything as long as you have 
teammates who stick by your side. Attending 
Summer Seminar further cemented my resolve to 
serve in the military.”
   Jacob also recently received his Congressional 
nomination to the US Naval Academy in 
Annapolis from US Representative Lois Frankel.

AIR FORCE
ACADEMY

UNIVERSITY
OF GEORGIA

NAVAL
ACADEMY
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PRESLEY ALMOND ‘20

“The Ambassador Leaders’ Summit at Harvard 
University was an amazing experience filled with 
building team projects, research, examining  
cross-cultural settings, and learning the 
responsibilities of leadership. I learned many 
valuable life lessons. The main thing I learned 
is that people are much stronger together rather 
than separated and they are even stronger when 
they have a leader to lead them.”

DENNIS LI ‘17

TKA International Student Dennis Li participated 
in a two week “Psychology Intensive” at Penn 
State this past summer. This pre-college program 
offered challenging summer study classes and a 
glimpse into life on a “Big Ten” college campus. 
Dennis, from Hong Kong, China, came to The 
King’s Academy as part of the International 
Student Program in his freshman year. He is 
going into his senior year at TKA. “It was an 
impressive program; I could feel the lifestyle in 
the University.” 

REID CHAMPLIN ‘17

“I had not expected to do anything of particular 
note over the summer. Look at schools, maybe, 
work on applications, but nothing momentous. My 
expectations changed when I got a job working for 
a local attorney, Bradley Harper, who was running 
to be the first African American judge in Palm 
Beach County history. I worked in communities 
all over the county meeting voters, handing out 
flyers, talking about the candidate, and even 
being in one of his political advertisements. In the 
months leading up to the election, we were told we 
had no chance to win because our opponent had 
more money and more connections. Well, miracles 
happen. Mr. Harper was elected on August 30, and 
I’m proud to be a part of this small piece of history! 
I loved working on the campaign and got a job with 
the Democratic Party shortly afterwards. I know 
I want to work in government, especially foreign 
affairs, but I learned to love politics even more.

PENN STATE

Reid Champlin, far left

POLITICAL
CAMPAIGN

Presley Almond - back row, second from the left

HARVARD



Members of The King’s Academy’s International 
Program have been traveling extensively over 

the past few months, sharing all of the exciting things 
happening at TKA with students and families who are 
considering studying abroad. What they have found is 
that students and families are excited to experience all 
that King’s has to offer. 
   Having already completed fruitful trips to Latin 

America, Europe, and Asia, TKA’s global brand is 
stronger than ever. With 60 international students 
on campus this year, TKA is taking great strides 
in fulfilling its mission to “impact the world.” The 
2016/2017 international class consists of students from 
the Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, China, Finland, France, 
Germany, Indonesia, Italy, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and Vietnam. 

TKA – A Globally Recognized 
Tradition of Excellence

EILEEN SANDERSEN-LEE 
ISP OPERATIONS COORDINATOR
   “The King’s Academy is a top tier and highly respected 
school abroad. My visit to China this fall gave me a great 
opportunity to see this in person. I traveled to many 
parts of the country and was pleasantly surprised by the 
reception that I received at each of the student events. 
   Most students attending these events came just for 
the opportunity to interview with The King’s Academy. 
I am very proud to be a part of this great program and 
have been blessed to share the opportunities we have 
here at King’s with international students.”

BOB BENDER  
ISP ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
   “What I witnessed on a recent trip, as I traveled and 
spoke to students and parents in ten major cities, is 
that The King’s Academy’s name is strong; and we are 
developing an incredibly loyal international following 
because our name is synonymous with excellence.” 

BRIAN BURRAGE  
DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL LEARNING 
    “I’m continuously blessed to see folks from around 
the world responding with great passion to what 
TKA has to offer. The level of academics, athletics, 
and co-curricular activities within a nurturing, 
authentically Christian environment is such a rare 
combination, and people from all cultures recognize 
that. Of course, the beaches and weather help too! 
   My favorite thing I hear when I’m talking to new 
students about why they chose TKA (considering 
they have the whole world to pick from) is that 
they contacted current and former students, 
who told them that the teachers at The King’s 
Academy are the best in the world; and that 
makes all the difference. With the Lord’s provision, 
TKA has been able to build an international program 
that is not only worthy of the name of our school, but 
that adds value to everything we do. International 
students at TKA are engaged in all aspects of the 
school, and it’s exciting to see that grow.”
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BRIAN BURRAGE BOB BENDER EILEEN SANDERSEN-LEE
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S T E W A R D S H I P

S A V E  T H E  D AT E
Saturday, February 25, 2017

The Kravis Center

2 0 1 7  D i n n e r  &  A u c t i o n

The

E v e n t

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors*

P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R S

Insurance Office of America
Regal Paint Centers - Steve & Margo Rasmussen

Chuck & Diane Hanlon

P L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R S
Braman Honda - Greenacres - Mike & Cristina Rodriguez

Premier Family Health - Vincent & Maria Apicella
Tide Dry Cleaners

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
 

*For a complete listing visit www.tka.net

Leaving Your Legacy

The King’s Academy has been blessed for decades 
with generous families who have given their 

resources to further the mission of the school. Gifts for 
Scholarship Endowments such as the James and Annie 
Erneston Scholarship Endowment and the M. Nelson 
Loveland Student Scholarship Endowment; Capital 
gifts to build the Full-Page Aquatic Center and the new 
Center for Performing Arts; Designated Gifts to provide 
necessary equipment and resources for Annual Fund 
priorities: all have contributed to the success of TKA’s 
spiritual and academic mission.
   Now, families who want to maximize their giving and 
even leave a legacy beyond their lifetime can consider 
how to do so at TKAGiftPlanning.net
   • Learn about bequests
   • Discover tax advantages of planned gifts
   • Plan for impacting your heirs
   •  All while providing for The King’s Academy’s  

long-term financial health

“WE FOUND THAT BY USING A CHARITABLE LEAD TRUST, WE COULD ACCOMPLISH OUR GOALS OF  
HELPING BOTH FAMILY AND OUR FAVORITE CHARITY DURING OUR LIFETIMES.”

“Luke” and “Cynthia” spent many years volunteering and 
supporting TKA. They wanted to give back in a way that 
would help fulfill its mission. At the same time, they were 
looking for a way to care for their family in the future.

“Luke”: “We heard that now is the best time in years to set 
up a charitable lead trust. We could fund the trust with cash 
or stock and the trust would pay income to the charity for a 
number of years, with the rest of the trust value going to our 
children in the future.”

“Cynthia”: “We liked the fact that our children would be 
well cared for and that we could see the result now of our 
gifts to TKA.”

“Luke” and “Cynthia” were also pleased to learn that taxes 
on the gift to their children would be significantly reduced 
by the added benefit of a gift tax charitable deduction. After 
the income was paid to The King’s Academy, the remaining 
trust value would go to their family with very little tax owed.

*Luke and Cynthia are pseudonyms.



TKA Celebrates the Naming  
of the Rosemary Beaumont Library

On August 26th, The King’s Academy 
celebrated the naming of the Rosemary 

Beaumont Library. A volunteer in the TKA 
library for almost 30 years, Mrs. Beaumont’s 
family, friends, and more than 60 guests 
came together to honor her. TKA immediate 
past president Jeffrey Loveland ’75 spoke 
of Mrs. Beaumont’s impact on the school 
and her servant’s heart, while president 
Randal Martin spoke of her faithfulness. TKA 
parent Holly Boswell ’95, Mrs. Beaumont’s 
granddaughter, thanked her grandmother 
on behalf of the entire family for being such 

an inspiration and someone she has always 
looked up to and hoped to emulate.
   “The King’s Academy is a better place 
because of Mrs. Beaumont’s faithful service, 
so I am pleased TKA’s Board of Governors 
has made certain that students, for years to 
come, will know her name,” said Mr. Martin.
The newly-renovated library includes 30% 
more usable space for students, significant 
technology enhancements and “The Cube,” a 
glass-enclosed conference and collaboration 
center for students and faculty.
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“THE KING’S ACADEMY IS A BETTER PLACE BECAUSE OF MRS. BEAUMONT’S FAITHFUL SERVICE.” 
RANDAL L. MARTIN, TKA PRESIDENT



CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS CLOSE TO COMPLETION!
TKA’s Center for Performing Arts is getting closer to completion each day. Construction crews are working 
diligently to put the final touches on what promises to be a beautiful home for TKA’s Conservatory of the Arts.  
Thank you to almost 300 generous donors who have made this project a reality!

16 |  THE CHRONICLE

ESTHER B.  O ’KEEFFE LOBBY

The beautiful Esther B. O’Keeffe Lobby will be a wonderful space 
for guests and patrons to gather and celebrate the arts on campus.  
The lobby, designed in traditional fashion with marble and rich wood 
accents, will include a stunning acknowledgement of all Dedicated to 
Excellence Campaign donors.

HOBBS FAMILY STAGE

The state-of-the-art Hobbs Family Stage will feature more than 4,500 
square feet of performance area including functional wing and apron 
space and “full-fly” capability. Choral, Dance, and Instrumental students 
will experience outstanding facilities for rehearsal and performance 
allowing them to experience a truly professional stage.

SEATING

The Take A Seat Campaign has funded custom-designed and built 
seating for more than 800 patrons. With dark cherry wood accents and 
rich fabrics, the seats will offer luxurious comfort for all. Donors to the 
Take A Seat Campaign will have the opportunity to honor or memorialize 
loved ones with brass name plates adorning each seat. In addition, 
donors will be recognized on the donor wall in the lobby.

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE

Arriving guests will approach the Center for Performing Arts along a beautifully sculptured and landscaped walkway. 
The entryway will promote community by providing students and faculty gathering space during the day, while providing 
outdoor seating for guests in the evening. It’s not too late to make a gift to the Dedicated to Excellence Campaign! Your gift 
to the overall campaign or to the Take A Seat Campaign will be included as we continue to raise funds to support the project.  



Each year, The King’s Academy community supports The Annual Fund. This school-wide fundraising effort provides 
resources for growth and improvement beyond what tuition covers as well as allowing the school to take advantage 
of unplanned opportunities for students. Here are just a few examples of how the 2016-17 Annual Fund has 
impacted students and faculty:

AnnualFund

 NEED -BASED F INANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Whether a deserving family just needs a little help or an 
unforeseen circumstance presents a challenge, the Annual 
Fund allows the school to help bridge the gap.
•  In 2016-17, more than 130 students received need-based 

financial assistance.

 FACULTY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

When a special opportunity comes up to bring a speaker 
before the faculty or to send teachers to a conference, the 
Annual Fund provides resources to make teachers at TKA 
more effective as they serve students.
•  More than 30 elementary faculty will train in gifted 

learning this Spring.
•  TKA’s early learning team in TKAP, JK, and K benefitted 

from the insight of Vanessa Levin, a nationally-recognized 
expert in early childhood development.

•  45 teachers received tuition assistance as they continue 
their professional development.

CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS

Every year, TKA seeks to make the Belvedere Road campus 
more effective, inviting, and current. The school has been 
blessed with facilities that could only be dreamt about 
in 1970, and each year improvements are made, many 
through Annual Fund gifts.
•  Newly renovated Track and Field complex.
•  Academic support build-out for more classroom space.
•  Upgraded sound system at Kahlert Stadium.
•  Updated campus signage.  

PROGRAM ENHANCEMENT

When a teacher, coach, director, or principal sees a chance 
to improve programs for TKA students, the Annual Fund 
can turn “that isn’t in the budget” into “yes, let’s do that!”  
Whether equipment, training, travel, or personnel, the 
Annual Fund allows TKA administrators to take advantage 
of opportunities and provides:
•  An injury cart for the athletic training department.
•  The ability for 80 students to travel to the presidential 

inauguration in Washington, D.C.
•  Opportunities for Golf, Football, Cheerleading, and Cross 

Country teams to travel to Championship competitions.

TECHNOLOGY ENHANCEMENTS

The school budgets for the wise purchase and investment 
of technology hardware, software, and subscriptions.  
Sometimes, special needs and opportunities arise that only 
the Annual Fund can make possible.
•  Digital signage across campus.
•  Wireless access points across campus.
•  State-of-the-art emergency communication system.
•  Additional workstations in Studio 70.

You can make an impact on The King’s Academy.  
Whether you make a designated gift for a particular program 
purchase or you contribute to the overall needs of the 
Annual Fund, your gift makes a difference in the lives of 
students and helps TKA accomplish its mission.

* TKA’s Annual Fund can receive gifts of cash, stock, real property, and 
in-kind gifts. All gifts not specified for capital projects or endowment are 
included in Annual Fund totals.
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S P I R I T U A L  L I F E
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ROBERT MADU
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“BY GOD’S GRACE, MY HEARTBEAT IS TO BUILD RELATIONSHIPS WITH STUDENTS 
WALKING THROUGH THE HONEST REALITIES OF LIFE.”   STEPHEN KIMPEL

Spiritual Life at The King’s 
Academy has been and will 

be anchored in the faithfulness of 
God and the powerful truth of His 
word!” So says new Director of 
Student Ministries Stephen Kimpel 
as he gives an overview of all that 
has been happening in the spiritual 
area of TKA’s mission to “share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and graduate 
Christian leaders who seek to impact 
their world for the King of kings 
through academic excellence and 
spiritual vitality.”
   Kimpel has been focused on 
planning chapels and Bible studies 
that revitalize the campus with 
authenticity and energy. The school 
year opened with a series called Don’t Feed the Wildlife 
that seeks to identify and redeem areas of the soul that 

have been allowed to gain comfort 
within students’ hearts and lives. 
A play on the ubiquitous “Do Not 
Feed” signs throughout Florida – 
adding it to the long list of signs we 
often ignore – the series, like the 
signs, is designed to preserve the 
beauty and design of an ecosystem. 
Using vibrant narratives from 
scripture, the series delves into often 
neglected vices that can prove toxic 
to spiritual vitality.
   “By God’s grace, my heartbeat 
is to build relationships with 
students walking through the honest 
realities of life,” Kimpel explains. 
“This invitation is best given when 
relationships are being built and 

the truth of scripture is communicated with boldness, 
honesty, and practical application.”

Building Relationships

Christian speakers such as world-renowned evangelist Robert Madu, artist Scott Erickson, and author, filmmaker, and 
pastor Erwin McManus are just a few of the guest speakers who have inspired and challenged students this year.

“

SCOTT ERICKSON ERWIN MCMANUS



20 |  THE CHRONICLE

God Is at Work!

As Christian school educators, we have the marvelous  
  opportunity of joining with God in His ever-present 

and powerful work concerning His eternal mission of 
spiritual development. He wants us to be proactive, 
not passive. At TKA, we are devoted to holding to the 
foundational truths of seeking to influence our students’ 
hearts, character, and conduct by teaching and training 
them through the absolutes of Scripture. It is our prayer 
that they understand the importance of God’s Word as the 
underlying pattern for thinking and behavior. 
   Choosing to impact our world for the Lord Jesus Christ 
must not be accidental but a constant deliberate and 
practiced focus. Generational, eternal influence requires 
that we never stop seeking to lead children to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, building children up in Christ, 
and equipping our children to serve Christ.  

   TKA Elementary’s three age-appropriate grade level 
chapels each week help provide spiritual understanding 
and direction about who God is, what He has done, and 
what He wants to do. It is our goal to help children apply 
His principles for living honorably before God and others.   
   During the first semester of elementary chapels, the 
sixth-grade retreat, and spiritual emphasis week, God 
used these special moments, giving us the privilege of 
seeing Him work in the hearts of children. Some students 
chose to receive Jesus as their Savior, others needed 
reassurance of God’s promises, and others had questions 
about life experiences that touched their hearts with fear, 
more questions, or hurt. God is needed all the time in 
their precious hearts! 

“ONE DAY SOME PARENTS BROUGHT THEIR CHILDREN TO JESUS…HE SAID TO THEM, ‘LET THE CHILDREN 
COME TO ME.  DON’T STOP THEM!  FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD BELONGS TO SUCH AS THESE.’  THEN HE 
TOOK THE CHILDREN INTO HIS ARMS AND PLACED HIS HANDS ON THEIR HEADS AND BLESSED THEM.”   

(MARK 10:13-16, NEW LIVING TRANSLATION) 

JONATHAN 

OTTO
ELEMENTARY DEAN 

& CHAPLAIN

TrainingYoung Hearts
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The King’s Academy Conservatory Theatre Department produced two dramatic plays in their charming Black Box 
Theater in the fall. This setting allows students to achieve a higher level of acting training as it takes away the 

security of playing on the grand mainstage, with audience members only a few feet away from the actors. Patrons 
enjoyed the intimate setting which included light refreshments and scrumptious desserts. The Theatre Department 
chose to perform two productions of different genres allowing more students to participate and exposing audience 
members to two very different theatre experiences.

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN
This charming classic allowed elementary and secondary 
students to audition and participate. Cheaper by the 
Dozen is a nostalgic piece of literature that allowed 
audience members to reflect on a simpler time when 
family values taught lessons for a lifetime. Based on a 
true story, it told the story of the Gilbreth family. Their 
inventor father, played by senior Chase Pereboom, 
who was well-known for bringing better efficiency to 
factories, kept his family of twelve children running just 
as efficiently. The extremely funny, heart-warming play 
was told from the point of view of two of his children, 
played by junior Graham Popadic (Frank) and senior 
Malley Puc (Ernestine), reflecting on the last few months 
before his death. 

AND THEN THEY CAME FOR ME

The moving Jewish play, And Then They Came for Me, 
was a unique theatrical experience which incorporated a 
multi-media presentation of real-life Holocaust victims. 
This true story was based on the lives of Helmuth 
Silverberg and Eva Schloss with live actors recreating 
scenes from their lives during World War II. Ed, played 
by Casey Butler, was Anne Frank’s first boyfriend and 
she wrote about him in the beginning of her now famous 
diary. Eva Schloss, played by senior Kristi Martin, 
was the same age as Anne Frank and lived in the same 
apartment building in Amsterdam. The King’s Academy 
also collaborated with the Holocaust Museum in Miami 
and hosted showings for Holocaust survivors. Part 
oral history, part dramatic action, part direct address, 
and part remembrance, this moving production was 
like a historic newsreel brought to life on the stage 
allowing our students and audience members to have an 
experience they will remember for the rest of their lives.  

Black Box Theater’s Powerful Performances  
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Christmas at the Kravis



Christmas at the KravisChristmas at the Kravis
TKA’s     Annual Christmas program once again 

 brought the entire school together to 
celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In the early 
decades of the school, the program was held at the West 
Palm Beach Auditorium (affectionately known as the 
“Leaky TeePee”), and included all grades. The programs 
were divided into Elementary and Secondary for 
logistical reasons. This year, the program was held at the 
Kravis Center and once again included the whole school!  

   From Herald Trumpets to His People to the “JK Cuties” 
and King’s Kids (and everything in between), TKA’s 
entire student body proclaimed the Glory and Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through the Christmas Story!
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Scan QR code  
to watch the  
Christmas Program



The King’s Regiment Inaugural Season
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The King’s Academy Marching Band, The King’s 
Regiment, has had an excellent season. With the 

addition of newly-designed herald trumpets, traditional 
regimental drums, and a dazzling new British military 
guard-inspired uniform, The Regiment has entertained 
audiences at home football games as well as major 
sporting venues such as Ocean Bank Field at FIU Stadium 
and Marlins Park in Miami. The Regiment also joined 
forces with TKA’s Dance Team to perform a Lions 
Football halftime show and at Grandparents’/Veterans 
Day. The King’s Regiment and Dance Team performed at 

Walt Disney World’s Magic Kingdom in a parade down 
Main Street USA in December. 
    In March both groups will travel to Boston to attend a 
concert by the Boston Symphony Orchestra and a private 
clinic given by members of the symphony. In all, TKA’s 
decades-long commitment to excellence marches on!

Scan QR code  
to watch the  
Disney Parade



Despite the weather interruptions for 
Hurricane Matthew, Homecoming 2016 

“On Broadway” was a great success! With theme 
days, powder puff game, class skits, man vs food 
competition, and classroom door decorations, 
students were given many opportunities to show 
their school spirit and creativity. Congratulations 
to the senior class for winning first place overall 
with sophomores placing second and 8th grade 
placing third. More than $5,000 was raised 
to support Hope Project International the 
2016 ministry focus.
   The weeklong activities culminated on 
Saturday with the Homecoming football game. 
TKA families, alumni, and friends came out 
and roared as the Lions soundly defeated the 
Pine Crest Panthers 51-19 to remain undefeated 
on the season. Alumna Christina Alessi 
‘10 was inducted into the Alumni Athletic 
Hall of Fame. Christina’s career in volleyball 
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included leading the Lions to District and 
Regional Championships and a State Final Four 
appearance. She went on to play volleyball in 
college and then professionally in Sweden and 
the Philippines. 
   The evening culminated with Aidan Hobbs 
and Jenny Spell being crowned Homecoming 
King and Queen. It was a great night to be a  
Lion Fan! 

     Homecoming 2016

In October of her sophomore year, Jenny 
became ill with the influenza virus. The virus 
attacked her heart, and she suffered multi-
system organ failure. She survived many 
complications and ultimately spent 241 days in 
the hospital. Still, Jenny remained focused on 
the goal of returning to TKA. The severity of her 
illness caused a physical and emotional toll, 
but she returned to school full time in August 
2016. She speaks boldly of the Lord who saved 
her life and the TKA family that has continued 
to support her through these challenges. 



C A M P U S  L I F E

More than 1,000 grandparents and guests were 
welcomed to TKA’s campus on November 11th for 

Grandparents’ Day 2016. They enjoyed a moving tribute 

to veterans in recognition of Veterans Day performed 
by students from JK through 12th grade, continental 
breakfast, classroom visits, and commemorative 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 2016

“WHAT AN AMAZING, ENTERTAINING, AND PROFESSIONAL CELEBRATION FOR GRANDPARENTS’ DAY AT TKA! 
ALWAYS FIRST CLASS, AND THE BEST PART IS THE FOCUS ON GOD AND THE FAITH WE SHARE.” 

SUSAN & BOB FRYE, GRANDPARENTS TO MICHAEL SMITH-KOLKANA (8TH), NIKA KOLKANA (6TH), JUDE KOLKANA (4TH) & LONDON KOLKANA (1ST)

28 |  THE CHRONICLE

Grandparents’ D



photos with their grandchildren. Guests truly enjoyed 
themselves as students demonstrated how much they 
appreciate TKA’s grandparents and are thankful for the 

sacrifices made by our nation’s  
veterans.

“GRANDPARENTS’ DAY IS OUR FAVORITE TKA EVENT! IT’S SO WONDERFUL TO KNOW OUR 
GRANDCHILDREN ARE IN AN ENVIRONMENT DEDICATED TO HONORING GOD FIRST”    

PHILLIP AND LISA WARDELL, GRANDPARENTS TO JULIA MANCIL (JK) AND CARTER MANCIL (1ST)
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Scan QR code to  
watch entire program

   Day 2016 at TKA



8/26

ST. ANDREW’S 
W 29-6

9/2

BENJAMIN 
W 37-6

9/9

MARATHON 
W 49-0

9/16

CORAL SHORES 
W 35-0

9/23

MIAMI COUNTRY DAY 
W 35-0

9/30

GLADES DAY 
W 37-21

10/8

PINE CREST 
W 51-19

THE SEASON MEANT A LOT TO ME, IT WAS AWESOME TO BE COACHED 
BY SOME OF THE BEST COACHES AROUND. I WAS PROUD OF MY 

TEAMMATES FOR STAYING HUNGRY AND I’M PROUD OF OUR FANS  
FOR MAKING THIS HAPPEN!”   ALEX BROWN ‘17 ”

“

IN THE SFC 
CONFERENCE

#1 AVERAGE SCORE

41-07
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TKA Lions football completed its first-ever 
undefeated season in 2016! Building on 
the success of the end of the 2015 season, 
the Lions have now won 17 games in a row, 
including pre-season and spring classics. A 
dominating defense and a fast-break offense 
led to a 10-0 record and SFC Conference 
championship for the Lions.

TKA is proud to have the 
best football coach in the 
state! Congratulations to  
Head Football Coach 
Keith Allen for winning 
the Florida Dairy Farmers 
Independent Coach of the  
Year award! Go Lions!

11/12

PINE CREST 
2016 SFC CHAMPIONSHIP @ FIU

W 21-13

THE GREATEST COMPLIMENTS I RECEIVED WERE WHEN THE OFFICIALS 
AND OTHER TEAMS’ FANS TOLD US WHAT AN OUTSTANDING TEAM WE HAD 

IN TERMS OF DISCIPLINE, EXECUTION AND SPORTSMANSHIP!   
COACH KEITH ALLEN ”

“

“

*No Transfers

5-0

207

AGAINST SAME 5 OPPONENTS*

RECORD
3-2

POINTS SCORED
972015

2016
POINTS AGAINST

81
38

2015
2016

2016
2015

HARD WORK  
& DEDICATION  

PAY OFF!

Scan QR code to 
watch a compilation 
of every Touchdown 
from the Lions 2016 
Perfect Season 

OFFENSE   
POINTS PER GAME 41
RUSHING YARDS PER GAME 223
YARDS PER PLAY 7.3
DEFENSE  
POINTS PER GAME <7
RUSHING YARDS PER GAME <64
TOTAL YARDS PER GAME <160
RUSHING TDS SCORED BY 
OPPONENTS ALL SEASON 3

I KNEW WE HAD A SPECIAL TEAM IN THE SPRING OF 2015.  
THEIR WORK ETHIC AND DEDICATION TO THE PROCESS OF BEING 

CHAMPIONS ON AND OFF THE FIELD WAS IMPRESSIVE!   
COACH KEITH ALLEN ”

10/21

LASALLE 
W 55-7

10/28

MARATHON 
SFC PLAYOFF

W 55-7

11/4

CORAL SHORES 
SFC PLAYOFF 

W 48-0



 

ADAM 

WINTERS
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

A T H L E T I C S

ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS

Championship Athletics
The King’s Academy Athletic Department Cultural 

Values of Competitive Greatness was reestablished 
this fall, with a challenge to our coaches and athletes to 
raise the bar of excellence in our program. The acronym 
STEEP was born and the revitalized pursuit of excellence 
began. The cultural values of competitive greatness, 
including Selflessness, Teamwork, Excellence, Effort, 
and Preparation, became a focused concentration for our 
staff. In the acronym we have a desire to see our athletes 
grow physically and spiritually, developing their physical 
performance as well as strength for their spiritual walk 
with Christ. The challenge to change our culture and 
pursue greatness as a program created residual success 
and provided opportunities to experience greatness this 
year and in years to come.  
   The development, support, and preparation has 
led to a fall season of excellence in athletics at 
TKA. The Golf team was crowned National Champions 
in the Antigua Tournament, and Football had its first 
perfect season in school history and Southeastern 
Football Conference (SFC) championship. Volleyball 
had a 20-win season, Cross Country captured the Boys’ 
and Girls’ District Championship for the first time in 
school history, and Swim had a combined regular season 
record of 26-1. The Boys’ Bowling team finished in the 
top four at the district playoffs, with the Girls’ Golf 
team advancing to the FHSAA Regionals for the second 
consecutive year. The Varsity teams had an unbelievable 
winning percentage of .876, with the overall fall winning 
percentage of .807. 

THE NEXT GENERATION OF ATHLETES
TKA athletics has many layers of development, 
support, and preparation that help to create a culture of 
greatness. The foundational development begins with 

our Lions Athletic Club led by Scott Williams and TKA 
Lions Sports Camp led by Ronnie Lee. Both programs 
have seen strong growth the past few months, and we 
look forward to the watching tomorrow’s champions 
develop over the coming years. 
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The Boys’ Golf team had a dream season in 2016. The 
Lions achieved an unprecedented undefeated regular 
season with five major tournament wins and a final 
record of 92-2 on the year. They started the year with 
a win at The Westminster Christian Tournament at The 
Biltmore in Miami. For the second straight season, the 
boys won the team title and Senior Andrew Kozan won 
the individual title. The team also won The Crutchfield 

Hawkins Tournament in Sebring, Florida for the third 
year in a row, and individually Andrew Kozan took 
the title with Sophomore Alex Vogelsong finishing 
second. At the TKA Invitational, the Lions set a school 
tournament record (-19) to win for the second straight 
year over arch rival Benjamin. Alex Vogelsong won the 
tournament individually with a school record 63! The 
boys won the District tournament in dramatic fashion 
having three golfers finish in the top 4 individually. The 
season culminated with an 11 stroke victory at the Antigua 
National High School Invitational in Scottsdale, Arizona 
winning the school’s first National Championship. 
TKA set the tournament scoring record and beat 22 teams 
from the United States and Canada with a combined 65 
State Championships and 5 National Championships. 
Kozan won the individual National Championship with 
a two-day total of (-7) under par, while Junior Logan 
Othmer and Vogelsong both finished in the top 5 
individually. It was a season for the ages!

BOYS GOLF

The 2016 Varsity Volleyball Season ranked among the 
Palm Beach Post’s Top 10. Their regular season record 
at 18-6 was incredibly strong, losing only to state and 
district champions. The team was led by captains Senior 
Madison Erneston and Junior Madeline Furtado, 
who together broke 5 school records! Erneston ended 
the season with a school record 800 assists, breaking 
the previous record of 794 set by Kaitlyn Lawrence 
in 2006. Furtado ended the season with 4 new school 
records: 49 kills in a match, 68 aces, and 559 kills for the 
season. It was a great time to be a part of the Lady Lions 
Varsity Volleyball Team!

VOLLEYBALL



The Lions are provided additional financial support by TKA Sports Boosters through fundraising efforts in the membership 
drive and the Annual Golf and Tennis Classic. The 2016 Golf Classic at Breakers West and Tennis Classic at Eastpointe 
Racquet Club netted close to $20,000. The athletic program is grateful for the efforts of our Sports Boosters Leadership 
and Tournament Chairperson Laura Molina.

SPORTS BOOSTERS SUPPORTS TKA ATHLETICS

During preseason conditioning, the regular season, and 
post season competitions, varsity and junior varsity team 
members ran well over 6,500 miles: the equivalent of 
running from The King’s Academy campus to Seattle,  
Washington and back! The ladies claimed ten top 10 
honors in various races through the season including 
having 3 of the ladies in the top 10 at Districts. Mia 
Rodriguez claimed Championship honors at the Bobcat 
Invitational and Spanish River Invite. She also claimed 
runner up honors at Districts, Region 4 Championship, 
Park Vista and John I. Leonard meets. The Boys also had 
ten top 10 finishes including six of the top 10 at districts 
with John Prieschl leading the team. The Girls and Boys 

both claimed the District Championships for 1A District  
13. Both teams earned a return trip to Tallahassee for the 
State Finals after advancing from Regionals.

CROSS COUNTRY



FACILITY UPGRADES

The Athletic facility upgrades continue to make a mark of 
excellence on campus. Renovations and installations include 
new visitor’s bleachers at Kahlert Stadium, end zone palm 
trees, renovated scoreboards, new and improved training 
room equipment, enlarged seating at the track to go along 
with lights installed on the softball and baseball field last 
spring. The track has received a major overhaul, and will have 
IAAF certification. The track itself is blue, with the runways for 
the field events in red, providing a fast and beautiful surface 
for our athletes. 

A year and a half after the opening of the Full Page Aquatic 
Center, the Girls’ (13-1) and Boys’ (13-0-1) Swim team 
recorded their best season in school history! In addition 

to an impressive dual meet record the Lions finished 
second at the Christian School Invitational and second at 
Districts. TKA was well represented at both the Regional 
and State Meets. On the Girls side at States, TKA was 
represented by Annie Fletcher, Dana Leininger, 
Tara Leininger, and Emily Trieu who swam in the 
200 medley and freestyle relays. Tara Leininger was a 
finalist in both the 200 Medley and 100 Breaststroke. On 
the Boys side, Jonathan Yang swam the 100 butterfly 
and 100 breast while Josh Zuchowski competed in 
the 200 Medley. This season the team broke 10 of the 22 
school records.  

VARSITY SWIMMING

The 2016 Girls’ Varsity Golf team had 6 returning varsity 
players and 2 new golfers in their player development 
program. Lady Lions golf will graduate 2 seniors this year 
and return 6 varsity players in 2017. The team finished 
third at Districts and advanced to the State Regional. The 
annual trip to the Sebring Invitational was the girls’ best 
finish in four years, fourth place in their flight with each 
girl shooting a personal best score! Each girl’s personal 
stroke average improved from last year collectively, the 
stroke average for the team improved by 27.3 strokes 
from 2015.  

GIRLS GOLF
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Boynton Beach Preschool Now Open!

The King’s Academy Preschool has added a 5th 
location in Boynton Beach. Located east of 441 at 

Boynton Beach Community Church, they opened their 
doors on October 17th and already have 11 students in 
attendance. The current church completed a brand new 
addition to its existing building which was specifically 
designed with TKA’s preschool in mind. Featuring a 
separate secure entrance with 3 large classrooms, they 

currently accept 2- and 3-year-olds with a 4-year-old 
class coming in the next school year. The playground 
is equipped with a brand new custom playground 
structure on bonded rubber surfacing and also has a 
long bike path where the children can learn to ride. 
Each classroom is monitored by a state of the art camera 
system, and the entrance is secured using a key pad 
entry system for additional safety and security.   



A L U M N I

Dr. Lady DeJesus graduated from TKA 
and hit the ground running! “My time 

at TKA instilled a dedication to hard work 
and loyalty that has made me who I am 
today,” she explains, and who she is today  
is pretty impressive!
   After earning a degree in Biology from the 
University of Central Florida, DeJesus went 
on to medical school at Barry University 
to earn her M.D. She then spent four years 
of surgical residency at Wyckoff Heights 
Medical Center in New York City, the final 
two years serving as chief resident. “I was 
really honored to be the only person in the 
history of the medical center to be a two-
year chief resident. I attribute my ability to 
do so directly to what I learned at TKA. The school molded 
me over 14 years to understand how setting goals and 
having aspirations, combined with diligence and attention 
to detail, can lead to attaining professional success.”
    Dr. DeJesus continued her journey by working for a 
doctor who knew her desire to open her own practice. “I 
spent a year with Dr. Luis Montalvo, and he nurtured and 
mentored me on the business side of running a medical 
practice. He was giving back through me, and now I 
understand the importance of investing in people as well.” 
After an intensive year, in 2014 Dr. DeJesus opened her 
first office of LuxePodiatry in Astoria, Queens, and within 
two years opened a second office 
in Middle Village, Queens. “I 
opened the offices from the 
ground up, and they have been 
successful from day one because 
of referrals and connections I 
developed at Wyckoff Heights.” 
Most recently, she opened an 
office in Palm Beach Gardens, 
and she has a goal of opening 
2-4 additional offices in both 
New York City and South 

Florida. “I like mentoring younger docs, and 
the delegation and investment in people is 
something that is both vital to the process 
and also rewarding personally. That goes 
back to TKA as well; people invested in me 
at King’s and now it has a waterfall effect as I 
invest in others.”
   Despite the significant investment of time 
to accomplish all she has professionally, 
Dr. DeJesus does find time to continue the 
athletic career she began at TKA as well. She 
is active in social sports leagues in NYC with 
other young professionals. Her Barry Medical 
School basketball team even came 3rd in 
the country! She also travels extensively 
with a trip to 

Israel planned for 2017 and 
a medical missions trip to 
her native Philippines in the 
works for 2018. 

DR. LADY

DEJESUS ‘99
ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT

Giving Back through Successful Practices

“MY TIME AT TKA INSTILLED A DEDICATION TO HARD WORK  
AND LOYALTY THAT HAS MADE ME WHO I AM TODAY.”

www.LuxePodiatry.com
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“THE MESSAGE AT THE END OF HEBREWS 11 REALLY SPURS US ON TO WORK EVEN HARDER  
TO CONVEY THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL THROUGH WHAT WE DO!”    TIM POPADIC ‘90

MARK AND TIM 

POPADIC ‘90
ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT

Alumni & Parents Produce Faith, Family Friendly Film

Mark and Tim Popadic (twins, ’90) 
 along with TKA Parent Chuck 

Hobbs executive produced a faith-inspired, 
family-friendly film that premiered in 
early December! Tim’s son (also TKA 
Conservatory alumnus) Landon Popadic 
’15 was also involved, working directly as 
a production assistant and even playing a 
small role in Believe, which opened in more 
than 650 theaters nationwide.
   “Chuck, Mark, and I got involved in the 
Believe film project hoping to create a 
message that would impact local communities,” Tim 
explains. “Believe inspires faith while actively telling the 
Christmas story. We work hard to tell stories that can 
change hearts and lives in the process.”
   “Hebrews 11 really influences all we do. It’s the ‘hall 
of faith’ listing all of the great Biblical leaders, but the 
message at the end of the chapter has always been 
important: ‘their faith and our faith would come together 
to make one completed whole, their lives of faith are 

not complete apart from ours.’ That really 
spurs us on to work even harder to convey 
the message of the Gospel through what we 
do!”
   “Ryan O’Quinn, who plays the lead role in 
the film, works with us on another project 
called DateNight Comedy Tour (www.
datenightcomedytour.com) and invited 
us to be part of this project.” Tim further 
explains that since graduating from Taylor 
University in 1993, he and Mark have 
always felt called to tell stories through 

video, music, and media that advance the Gospel. They 
have worked with Christian musicians, comedians, 
ministries, and even companies to produce content to 
strengthen faith communities.
   For updates on their film Believe and to see some of 
the behind the scenes production check out Believe.film 
or text “BELIEVE” to 21000. DVDs will be available  
this Spring.

39TKA.net  | ALUMNI  |



40|  THE CHRONICLE
40 |  THE CHRONICLE

A L U M N I

My first internship was at Athlete’s Advantage in 
Wellington under Sean Benevides and Ed Smith. 

They provided great mentoring and helped me land 
an internship under Jimbo Fisher’s strength coach Vic 
Viloria, working with FSU’s football team, while I did 
my undergraduate work. After graduation, TKA Football 
Coach Craig Dobson helped me gain an assistant football 
coaching position at Royal Palm Beach High School. 
My time there was both humbling and rewarding, 
really helping me appreciate my time in TKA’s football 
program.
   I then went to Baton Rouge, LA to work for 
Matt Bruce and Gayle Hatch, which led to a 
position at LSU under strength coach Tommy 
Moffitt, who has won three football national 
championships at three different universities 

(Tennessee with Peyton Manning, Miami in the 
legendary 90s, and LSU in 2007 under Les Miles). Coach 
Moffitt taught me the methods I use today, molding 
athletes who are both mentally and physically tough.
   Rachel Balkovec, a former LSU grad assistant, had 
become the Minor League Strength and Conditioning 
Coach for the St. Louis Cardinals, and she brought me 
back to Jupiter to work in pro baseball. The Cardinals 
position was amazing, but I knew I wanted to get back 
into the college football setting. Coach Paul Mainieri 

from LSU helped me get my current position 
with University of Maryland,  and 
I’ve been the Assistant Strength and 
Conditioning Coach/Internship 

  Coordinator here for the Terps  
     since 2014.”

Studying with the Best in Athletic Training!

ESTEBAN

DORIA ‘08
ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT

“MY TIME AT ROYAL PALM BEACH HIGH SCHOOL WAS BOTH HUMBLING AND REWARDING,  
REALLY HELPING ME APPRECIATE MY TIME IN TKA’S FOOTBALL PROGRAM.”

“



‘84 Matt White (1) lives in Philadelphia 
and designs, develops, and manages real 
estate for clients worldwide. Mark had the 
opportunity to rent apartments to Andrew 
Ballard ‘84 and his team for two years 
while they planned Pope Francis’s visit to 
Philadelphia in 2015 and the Democratic 
Presidential Convention in July this year.  

‘88 Annette (Sanjurjo) Lizardo 
(2) is earning a post-graduate certificate 
in Law and Higher Education from Regent 
University. Annette taught at The King’s 
Academy Clewiston from 2013-2015 and 
now works at The Academic Link with 
local area private school and homeschool 
partnership students. She resides in 
Wellington.

‘98 Ed Sasso (3, 4) married Carolyn 
Broadhead on June 13, 2015. They 
welcomed their first child, Edward James 
Sasso on April 18, 2016. Ed is the President 
of EDS Air Conditioning in West Palm Beach 
and Carolyn is a stay-at-home mom. They 
live in Jupiter.

‘03 Bridget (Friedrich) Markley (5) 
and Justin Markley welcomed Merriweather 
Clara Markley on November 2. The Markleys 
live in Jacksonville, Florida and have an 

older daughter Eloise, who is 2½ years old.  
Justin is the owner of a real estate appraisal 
company, Florida Valuation. Bridget is 
enjoying her time raising her girls as a  
stay-at-home mother.

‘07 Michael Simons (6, 7) and wife 
Nicole welcomed their son Beau Michael 
on April 2, 2016. Both Michael and Nicole 
are in Management at Costco and live in 
Loxahatchee.

‘08 Clara Aliapoulios (8) married 
Curtiss Hodges on June 19, 2016. Clara is 
working on her Master’s Degree in Marriage 
and Family Therapy from Liberty University 
and Curtiss is a U.S. Marine Corp veteran 
and a current reservist for the U.S. Army 
National Guard. They are in the process of 
re-locating back to West Palm Beach. 

‘08 Kristi Fogelman (9) and Jim 
Wright of Deerfield Beach were engaged on 
December 18. Kristi is a Lease Administrator 
at Sterling Organization, and Jim is an 
Attorney at Conroy Simberg. They are 
planning a 2017 summer wedding. “Now to 
him who is able to do immeasurable more 
than we could ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us.”  
Ephesians 3:20

1
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A L U M N I

976

‘05 Daniel Demmery was recently 
promoted to Captain on the Boeing 777 
making him the youngest 777 Captain 
world wide! Daniel attended Embry-Riddle 
after graduating from King’s and now flies 
for Omni Air International. In the 2005 
yearbook, Daniel said he’d be “flying for 
Delta Airlines” and he’s making that dream 
come true!
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Daniel Demmery
Nickname - Turtle

My Hero - Vann Kirby
Most Memorable Moment - 

Getting my pilots license
Favorite TKA Memory - Playing 

Mrs. Darcy in the Pride and 
Prejudice video

Where I’ll be in 10 years - 
Flying for Delta Airlines



13 14

910

‘08-09 Morgan Farrell (10, 11) 
married Colton Miller on September 24, 
2016 at First Presbyterian Church in West 
Palm Beach. Their bridal party included 
alumni Krystal (Molina) Capone 
’09, Emily Loveland ’09, Annie 
Blackwood ’11, and Jake Farrell ’05. 
They live in West Palm Beach where Colton 
works for his family’s painting contracting 
business, and Morgan is a teacher at St. 
Paul’s Day School in Delray.

‘09 Heather Timm (12) TKA’s West 
Palm Beach campus is safe in the hands of 
alumnus Heather Timm. Heather attended 
the University of Central Florida and after 
graduating from the Police Academy she 
joined the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 
Office.  

‘09 Lindsey Rogers (13) graduated 
Magna Cum Laude from Wake Forest 
University in 2013 with a BA in History, 
Secondary Education, and Cultural 
Resource Preservation. Lindsey received 
her Juris Doctor degree from Wake Forest 
University School of Law in 2016. Last 
year, Lindsey’s article “Rule 606(b) and 
the Sixth Amendment: the Impracticalities 
of a Structural Conflict” was published by 
the Wake Forest Journal of Law and Policy.  
Lindsey currently resides in Atlanta, Georgia 
where she practices law.   

‘10 Callie Coxson (14) is an Animal 
Trainer at the Palm Beach Zoo and 
Conservation Society. In December 2016 
she was asked to travel to Madagascar 
to participate in a conservation tools 
course that was being held by the 
Zoological Society of London’s EDGE 
Fellowship Program. Callie and the other 
conservationists that were chosen were 
supplied with equipment, mentoring, a 
conservation tools course, and funding for 
two years of their project. Callie joined the 
fellows for two weeks of the conservations 
tools course which was held at the 
Ranamofana National Park. Throughout the 
journey, Callie got to see many species that 
are endemic to Madagascar such as lemurs 
and chameleons.

‘10 Alex James (A.J.) Titus (15) 
married Laura Humphrey in a beautiful 
ceremony at the Flagler Museum on 
September 17th. A.J. works at United 
Franchise Group as the Sales Manager for 
their sign and graphics brand Signarama. 
Laura is pursuing a career as an actress 
and has multiple shows coming up 
including Becky’s New Car and The Great 
American Trailer Park Musical. They reside 
in downtown West Palm Beach in the SoSo 
neighborhood.

15

A L U M N I

STAY 
CONNECTED!
Don’t be a stranger! Do you 
have a new address, email, 
phone number, or marital status? 
Stay connected to TKA and 
to your fellow alumni. Contact 
t.tutwiler@tka.net or (561) 686-
4244 ext. 354 to make sure your 
contact information is up to date.

GrapevineGrapevine
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‘10 Kristen Rogers (16) graduated 
Cum Laude from Wake Forest University 
with a B.A. in Communication and 
Entrepreneurship and Social Enterprise in 
2014. In 2015, Kristen received her Master’s 
in Management Degree from the Wake 
Forest University School of Business. Kristen 
married fellow Wake Forest Master’s student, 
Taylor Bolt, on November 21, 2015. Kristen 
and Taylor reside in Miami while Taylor 
pursues his PhD at UM. Kristen works for 
Deloitte as a Recruiting Coordinator for the 
Florida recruiting team.    

‘11 Alex Maas (17, 18) recently 
graduated the University of Central Florida 
with a BS in Environmental Engineering. 
While attending UCF Alex was the President 
and Vice-President of the Environmental 
Engineering Club. He resides in Orlando 
and works for Heyward Florida Incorporated, 
a manufacturer’s sales company that 
distributes and manufactures products 
used in the municipal water and wastewater 
industry across all of Florida.

‘11 Justin Magaw (20) was engaged 
to Amanda McCauley in October 2016. 
They both graduated from Hanover College 
in May 2015. Justin works at the Kentucky 
Science Center in Louisville, Kentucky. Their 
wedding is planned for September 9, 2017.

‘11 Todd Lowen (21) proposed to 
Savannah Smothers on October 22. The 

couple met while attending the University 
of Florida. Todd now works for Fidelity 
Investments in Jacksonville, and Savannah 
works with her church youth group in 
Lakeland. They will be married in Tavaris, 
Florida on May 7, 2017.

‘11 Colin Aliapoulios (19) married 
Morgan Clinton on June 17, 2016. Colin 
finished his bachelor’s degree in music 
performance at Palm Beach Atlantic 
University in 2015 and went on to do 
graduate work at the University of Cincinnati 
College- Conservatory of Music. He works 
full-time for Christ Fellowship in their Live 
Production Department while keeping 
an active performing schedule. Morgan 
is originally from Louisville, Kentucky 
and teaches Kindergarten at Lake Worth 
Christian School.

‘12 Corinne McDonald (22) continues 
to pursue music and the passion that the 
arts program at TKA instilled in her. She 
graduated in December from Florida State 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Music Therapy and a minor in Psychology. 
She is currently employed in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Corinne works with individuals with 
intellectual disabilities using music to work 
on goals, such as increasing attention span, 
improving language, decreasing off task 
behavior. Corinne hopes to continue working 
as an advocate for the field of Music Therapy 
for individuals with disabilities.

16
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‘12 Miguel Rodriguez travelled 
to Africa during the summer to help 
doctors with Kenya Relief deliver much-
needed medical care to children! Miguel 
recently graduated from Florida Atlantic 
University with a major in biology and 
a minor in business administration. He 
lives in West Palm Beach and is working 
in Real Estate.
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‘12 Tim Gobin (23) recently earned 
his BS in Business Administration from 
Lee University in Cleveland, Tennessee 
and is currently pursuing a career in real 
estate brokerage. He and his wife Katie just 
celebrated 1½ years of marriage and will be 
moving back to Palm Beach County in the 
spring. Katie is a nurse practitioner.

‘13 Nicholas Farmer proposed to 
Gwyneth Lowe ‘13 (25) on July 2, 
2016 at the Jupiter Lighthouse. Gwyneth 
finished her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Mathematics from Bob Jones University 
in December 2016. Nicholas will finish his 
Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration 
from the University of Florida in the spring 
of 2017. They will reside in Gainesville after 
their wedding this summer. (photo by: 
Michela Brooke Photography – Michela 
Diddle ‘14)

‘15 Rachelle Tutwiler ’15 (24) is 
currently on staff with YWAM (Youth With a 
Mission) in Byron Bay, Australia. During her 
two-year commitment she will be staffing 
their 6-month Discipleship Training Schools 
which seek to bring people into a more 
intimate relationship with God, giving them 
an opportunity to discover their passions 
and their part in God’s purposes for the 
world. There is a 3-month lecture phase and 
a 3-month outreach phase. Her first DTS 
group is currently doing their outreach in 
India and Thailand where they are working 
with victims of human trafficking and 
orphanages.  

Class of 2006 (26) More than 30 
members of the Class of 2016 enjoyed 
getting together for their 10 year reunion on 
Friday, December 23. It was a great time of 
fellowship with one another.

24 25
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23

Chris Merrill ’85 passed away suddenly on August 8, 2016 
from a pulmonary embolism. He is survived by his wife Wendy 
and sons Chase and Stone. Chris enjoyed sharing his diverse 
collection of statistics with friends and family. He was an avid 
sports, music, and movie fan.

In Memory of

THE FUTURE OF TKA — 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
2015-2016

TKA President Randy Martin’s 
annual board report recaps an 
outstanding school year and 
includes a vision for TKA’s future! 
Click on the QR Code or visit  
TKA.net/Presidents-Report to read 
a digital copy. Be sure to share with 
your friends and extended family!



TKAVAULT.NET

TKA alumni and alumni parents will take a stroll down memory lane with TKA Vault. Custom-designed by alumnus Carl 
Danley ‘07, the site is a portal for photos, videos, and other media that will keep historical information available for all.
    Class trip photos, sports team videos, fine arts awards, and even historical documents are loaded as a “crowd-raising 
project.” Visit TKAVault.net and begin loading your memories today!

5 Easy Steps to Add Your Piece of TKA History
1. Go to TKAvault.net.
2. Click “Upload” button.
3.  With a single click, sign in to TKAvault using your 

Facebook, Twitter, or Microsoft account.
4.  Verify your new account by clicking the link in  

the “Welcome to TKAvault” email.
5.  Upload your memorable moments to TKAvault.

TKA Vault Launches!
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TKA PERFORMS AT 58TH PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION
On Thursday, January 19, 2017 eighty vocal and dance students from TKA’s Conservatory of the Arts had 
the honor of performing at the 58th Presidential Inauguration festivities in Washington, D.C. One of only 12 
organizations nationwide to be invited to perform in the Voices of the People Concert at the Lincoln Memorial, 
they closed the inauguration’s opening concert with Let There Be Peace on Earth.




