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MISSION STATEMENT

The King’s Academy exists to assist the home and church in their endeavor to
“train up a child in the way he should go” (Proverbs 22:6). Its mission is to share
salvation through Jesus Christ and to graduate Christian leaders who seek to
impact their world for the King of kings through academic excellence and spiritual
vitality.
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Thank you to Jerry Cantave of Infinite
Loop Photography for the cover and
content photos and Moya Photography
for Senior photos.
The King’s Academy
8401 Belvedere Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33411
561.686.4244 | www.TKA.net

The King’s Academy admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs and activities generally accorded to or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national, or ethnic origin in administration of its policies, admission policies, scholarship,
and loan programs.
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear TKA Family,
The word the is a definite article and the most frequently
used word in the English language; comprising nearly
seven percent of all communication. Still, it is often
dropped when alphabetizing, summarizing, abbreviating
and texting. Similarly the apostrophe, the most
misunderstood and smallest of punctuation marks, is
also often overlooked. As a result, our school frequently
receives mail addressed to “Kings Academy” rather than
“The King’s Academy.”
Non-grammarians and English-challenged students
may have already turned the page, but please humor me
for a paragraph or two more, as these simple linguistic
elements have deep meaning at TKA. In fact, the article
and the apostrophe make all the difference at The King’s
Academy!
From our school’s founding in 1970, this tiny stroke of
pen (the apostrophe) has indicated that our Academy is a
possession of Christ our King. We exist for His glory and
are just a good private school without Him. Thankfully
with Christ, we are a royal academy with eternal rights
and privileges (I Peter 2:9) where all things are possible
(Matthew 19:26).

Next the definite article the was added to our school’s
name in 1978. Our early Board of Governors sought to
avoid confusion that our school is simply named for a king
(e.g. King George or King James, Elvis, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Arnold Palmer, Lebron James, Richard Petty,
the list could go on and on). No, as The King’s Academy,
we are a school with both a name and a mission to honor
the Lord Jesus Christ, The King of all kings!
So the next time you seek to alphabetize, summarize,
abbreviate, or text about our wonderful school, please
consider forgoing Kings or King’s Academy in favor of our
school’s full name—thus honoring the One who makes all
of the excellence contained in this edition of The Chronicle
possible! We are The King’s Academy—Where Christ is
King.
Sincerely,

Randal L. Martin
President
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SONYA

JONES ’87
MS/HS PRINCIPAL

TKA’S CLASS OF
2018 LEADING
THE WAY

T

he Class of 2018 is exceptional
in many ways. The first class to
earn diploma distinctions in Christian
Ministry, Sports Medicine, and STEM,
they are also the first class to complete a
full season of Fine Arts shows in the new
Page Family Center for the Performing
Arts. Academically, 32% of the class
earned a cumulative GPA of a 4.0, 66%
earned a 3.5 GPA, and 91% earned a
3.0 GPA. One hundred percent of the
senior class was accepted to college.
The class was awarded $9,142,036 in
college scholarships and served 33,893
community service hours during their
high school career. For the first time in
TKA history, Palm Beach County Sports
Commission named a TKA student
athlete, Madeline Furtado, Female
Athlete of the Year. Most importantly,
this class led a spiritual awakening
on campus that was noticeable and
life changing. The newly named Bible
study One80 had more attendance
than ever and for the first time held
two student-led nights of worship for
their classmates. The Class of 2018’s
leadership will have eternal significance.
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THE K ING’S ACADEMY
Where Christ is King

CLASS OF 2018

142

GRADUATING
SENIORS

$9,142,036
AS OF MAY 16, 2018

COLLEGE
ACCEPTANCE

2

33,893
HOURS OF
COMMUNITY
SERVICE

1

PATHFINDER
SCHOLARSHIP
Nathan Clifford
3rd Place for Instrumental Music

66%

50%

62%

GPA OF 3.5+

FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES
SCHOLARSHIPS

AWARDED
SCHOLARSHIPS

NATIONAL MERIT
COMMENDED SCHOLARS
Kelly Ahkee (4.65 GPA)
Tara Leininger (4.41 GPA)

TOTAL SCHOLARSHIPS

100%

19

STUDENTS FROM THE
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
PROGRAM

12

ATHLETIC
SCHOLARSHIPS
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47TH ANNUAL

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
“This country needs another countercultural movement. What if changing
the world is about what you can
do for others instead of what you
can gain for yourself?
The broader culture you have been
raised in, and sadly you inherit,
does not have to be the culture you
live in, and does not have to be the
culture you leave behind.
My advice to you is to rebel against
our modern culture and embrace
instead the One who has changed
the world. Rebel, refuse to conform.
It will most definitely change the
course of your life.”
- U.S. SENATOR MARCO RUBIO
Scan QR code to
view Marco Rubio’s
commencement address.
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T

he King’s Academy celebrated
the graduation of the Class of
2018 — TKA’s largest ever with 142
joining the ranks of King’s alumni —
with a ceremony that was at various
times inspirational, reflective, and
fun! U.S. Senator Marco Rubio
delivered the commencement
address, challenging the class to
rebel against cultural norms by
loving and serving others in the way
that Christ loves. The class is the
last to have attended TKA’s Cherry
Road campus and was represented
at the podium with speeches
by Kelly Ahkee (Valedictorian),
Cindy Hugel (Salutatorian), Casey
Gustafson (Senior Testimony), Jake
Zimmerman (Class President) and

Sam Manoharan (Alan Reamsnyder
Memorial Award recipient). Grace
O’Connor, Jessica Curley, Kate
Higgins, and Gigi Perez sang,
while Jared Todd performed a solo
saxophone rendition of Beautiful
Savior. The evening culminated with
the class crossing the stage to receive
their diplomas from TKA President
Randal Martin and each senior
delivering a red rose to a family
member. From beginning to end,
the entire evening reflected TKA’s
mission “to share salvation through
Jesus Christ and to graduate
Christian leaders who seek to impact
their world for the King of kings
through academic excellence and
spiritual vitality!”

KELLY AHKEE
VALEDICTORIAN

Georgia Institute of Technology
Kelly Ahkee is a powerhouse among
her peers. Recipient of the Outstanding
Citizenship Award, Kelly works hard
in all that she involves herself in and is
one of the most respected students at
TKA. This respect is a reflection of her
academic achievements, her work ethic,
and her rock-solid integrity and character.
Kelly was recognized as a National Merit
Commended Scholar, graduated with a
4.65 GPA, and earned 17 outstanding
achievement awards. Kelly has an insatiable
quest for knowledge; she’s self-taught in
computer coding. During the summers, she

CINDY HUGEL
SALUTATORIAN

Palm Beach Atlantic University
A leader in her class academically,
athletically, and spiritually, Cindy Hugel
is both gifted and giving. Salutatorian at
The King’s Academy, Cindy graduates
with a 4.53 cumulative GPA. Cindy
received the Math Superlative this year
in recognition of earning the highest
GPA in mathematics in the senior class.
Her academic accolades include five
outstanding achievement awards, earning
the highest GPA in AP Psychology, AP
United States History, Anatomy Honors,

interned at the South Florida Bone Marrow
Stem Cell Transplant Institute, earned
college credit at Duke University, Georgia
Institute of Technology, and the United
States Naval Academy. She also completed
AP Physics off-campus this year. A leader
in the classroom and on the field, Kelly
served as Academic Prefect, president
of three honor societies, co-captain of
the varsity cross country team, and TKA
student ambassador. Kelly plans to study
biomedical or chemical engineering at
Georgia Tech. She offers this advice to
underclassmen, “Enjoy living in the moment,
appreciating TKA! Pursue what you are most
passionate about because you will ultimately
want to discover your calling. Universities will
notice you if you have a true specific passion.”
Bible III, and College Trigonometry.
Captain of the varsity volleyball team,
she holds the school record with 870
digs. Coach Furtado honored Cindy with
the Unsung Hero Award to recognize
her exceptional contribution in the back
row, which is often overlooked. Furtado
explains, “Defense wins! You cannot have
a kill without the pass.” She is Christcentered and enjoys serving on the
mission field. Cindy’s words of wisdom to
the underclassmen, “Have fun, enjoy the
time while you are here, focus on God, put
God first, and don’t let the stresses get in
your way.”
TKA.net | ACADEMICS | 5

Marie Schuhler

4.46 GPA
International Student
of Distinction
University of Florida

Hailey George

4.53 GPA
Karl A. Kahlert Academic Award
University of Richmond

Ashley George

4.48 GPA
Karl A. Kahlert Academic Award
University of Richmond

Sam Manoharan

4.27 GPA
Alan Reamsnyder
Memorial Award
Florida Atlantic University

CLASS OF 2018 COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College | American University | Arcadia University | Auburn University | Augustana College
Baldwin Wallace University | Bard College | Baylor University | Belmont University | Bentley University | Berklee College
of Music | Berry College | Bethune-Cookman University | Biola University | Boston University | Calvin College | Campbell
University | Carnegie Mellon University | Case Western Reserve University | Centre College | Christopher Newport
University | Clemson University | Coastal Carolina University | Colgate University | Colorado State University | Dean College
Dickinson College | Drew University | Drexel University | East Carolina University | Eastern Kentucky University | Elmira
College | Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University | Emory University | FAU Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College | Flagler College
Florida A&M University | Florida Atlantic University | Florida Gulf Coast University | Florida International University | Florida
Polytechnic University | Florida Southern College | Florida SouthWestern State College | Florida State College at Jacksonville
Florida State University | Fordham University | Furman University | Gardner-Webb University | George Mason University
Georgia Institute of Technology | Georgia Southern University | Harvey Mudd College | High Point University | Hofstra
University | Hope College | Illinois Institute of Technology | Indiana University at Bloomington | John Cabot University
Johnson & Wales University (North Miami) | La Salle University | Lafayette College | Lawrence University | Lehigh University
Liberty University | Louisiana State University | Loyola University New Orleans | Lynn University | Mars Hill University
Marymount Manhattan College | Mercer University | Miami University, Oxford | Michigan State University | Middle
Tennessee State University | Millikin University | New York University | North Central College | Northeastern University |
Northland College | Nova Southeastern University | Oakwood University | Oklahoma City University | Oral Roberts University
6 | THE CHRONICLE

Casey Gustafson

4.09 GPA
Pass It On Scholarship
Palm Beach Atlantic University

Taylor Korte

4.34 GPA
Mark Kendall Scholarship Award
Samford University

Alyssa Blakeney

4.28 GPA
Community Service Award
Southeastern University

Nathan Clifford

Pathfinder Award Winner,
3rd in Instrumental Music
Stetson University

Pacific Lutheran University | Palm Beach Atlantic University | Palm Beach State College | Penn State University | Point Park
University | Presbyterian College | Purdue University | Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute | Ringling College of Art and Design
Rollins College | Rutgers University-New Brunswick | Salem State University | Samford University | San Diego State
University | Santa Fe College | Sarah Lawrence College | Savannah College of Art and Design | Shorter University | Skidmore
College | Southeastern University | Southern Methodist University | Springfield College | St. Edward’s University | St. John’s
University Queens | St. Thomas University | Stetson University | Stonehill College | Suffolk University | Syracuse University
Tallahassee Community College | Texas Christian University | The College of Wooster | The George Washington University
The King’s College | The New School | The Ohio State University | The University of Alabama | The University of Arizona
The University of Tampa | Trinity University | Tusculum College | University of British Columbia | University of California,
Davis | University of California, Irvine | University of California, Los Angeles | University of California, San Diego | University
of California, Santa Barbara | University of California, Santa Cruz | University of Central Florida | University of Colorado
Boulder | University of Connecticut | University of Denver | University of Florida | University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of Maine | University of Massachusetts, Boston | University of Miami | University of Mississippi | University of
Missouri Columbia | University of Nebraska | University of New Hampshire | University of North Dakota | University of North
Florida | University of Pittsburgh | University of Richmond | University of San Francisco | University of South Carolina
University of South Florida | University of Southern Mississippi | University of Tennessee | University of Toronto | University
of Washington | Valdosta State University | Virginia Commonwealth University | Virginia Tech | Wentworth Institute of
Technology | Western Carolina University | Wheaton College (IL) | Wheaton College (MA) | Whitman College | Widener
University | Willamette University | Williams College | Wofford College | York University
TKA.net | ACADEMICS |
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TKA’S CLASS OF 2018

LOGAN

OTHMER

8

GRACE

O’CONNOR

GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

P RE-LAW TRACK

B U S I NE S S TR AC K

Earning Senior Superlatives in both Business and Law, Logan
was an active participant in two designation programs. As
a member of the Future Business Leaders of America and
a Pathfinder candidate, Logan always had an interest in a
business career. When the pre-law studies program launched
last school year, he was among the first to take a course in
the program. After completing Introduction to Law, Logan
believed that the study of law helped him to think about
business in a different way and would shape his business
practices. As a member of the inaugural Mock Trial team,
Logan demonstrated both his business and legal skills as
he argued a case about negligence during the competition.
Logan will be attending George Washington University on a
golf scholarship and says, “I chose George Washington over Yale
because of its top-rated international business program. Also, its
international law program is among the top six in the nation.”

With a resume that includes Student Global Ambassador,
President Tri-M Music Honor Society, and Senior
Superlative recipient for Business, Grace graduated from
The King’s Academy with both the Business Program and
the Conservatory of the Arts Program Distinctions. After
much discussion, prayer, and evaluation, Grace will attend
The University of Alabama where she was accepted into
their prestigious Honors Program and will pursue a degree
in Marketing. Grace states that “The King’s Academy Business
Track has allowed me countless opportunities to explore many
different subjects within the area of business. While completing
this track, I realized that my passion in business lies in the field
of marketing.”

“Logan is a bright young man with a bright future. He has
outstanding reasoning skills and a natural presentation
style. Logan was an asset to our first Mock Trial team and
his expertise in making legal arguments mentored younger
students. I am grateful for his contributions, which helped
shape the pre-law program, and pray for
wisdom and success as he moves forward.”
- Denise Brown, Director of Pre-Law
Studies

“While rehearsing for her stunning performances as Belle in
‘Beauty & The Beast’ and Judy Haynes in ‘White Christmas.’
Grace also has done outstanding work in the classroom. She
was a delight to teach, always eager to learn and participate
in class discussion. She took a part time job this year,
growing her natural talent in marketing
and sales. I will truly miss this delightful
young woman and will look forward to
hearing of her future accomplishments!
– Anne Spell, Business Teacher
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

TARA

LEININGER

BIANCA

RODRIGUEZ

LAFAYETTE COLLEGE

THE UNIVERSITY OF TAMPA

STEM TRACK

S P ORTS M E D I C I NE TR ACK

Tara was president of the Engineering Club, captain of the
swim team, a global ambassador and a record holder of
three TKA swim records. She was a member of the Science
National Honor Society, Math National Honor Society
and National Honor Society. Tara was very interested in
the Engineering program when it was first introduced and
signed up immediately. She has completed Introduction
to Engineering Design, Principles of Engineering, and
Engineering Design & Development. Tara received the
Marque Fellowship at LaFayette College for Engineering and
plans to major in general or industrial engineering.

Bianca plans to major in nursing. She is a member of the
National Honor Society, National English Honor Society,
National Spanish Honor Society, dance, basketball cheer,
and competitive gymnastics programs. Bianca chose the
Sports Medicine Track because it would provide a strong
foundation for her studies in nursing. “I have gained a deep
understanding of the body and become more knowledgeable
about injury care.” The Sports Medicine curriculum is designed
to introduce students to foundational terminology, concepts,
and skills in athletic health care. Students complete basic life
support training through the American Heart Association and
learn emergency care, anatomy & physiology, prevention,
assessment and care of musculoskeletal injuries, as well as
education and professional requirements for various health
care and human performance careers.

Tara looks forward to applying what she has learned at
the next level, “I really enjoyed learning different engineering
concepts over the last few years and the coursework helped me
solidify my decision to pursue a degree in engineering. I will be
taking away lots of problem solving and teamwork skills.”

“Tara has done a great job in her engineering coursework,
and I am excited to see her excel in college chasing her
engineering degree. She is so passionate about the
program and even spearheaded the efforts to start an
Engineering Club.”
-K
 eith Allen, Director of Engineering

“In the classroom Bianca mirrors James’ exhortation to be
quick to listen and slow to speak. Her quiet demeanor belies a
clear, organized mind that is capable of understanding small
but significant details inherent in medicine. She exemplifies
the type of student and young lady we anticipate will make
an exceptional health care professional.”
- Tyler Hamilton, Director of Sports
Medicine Track and Athletic Trainer

TKA.net | ACADEMICS |
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DOUGLAS

RAINES
HEADMASTER

A FLOURISHING SCHOOL

I

n our continuing quest to provide
the best Christian education for
our students and their families,
The King’s Academy seeks
accreditation and affiliation with
state and national organizations that
exemplify excellence. We believe
that the accreditation process
results in a stronger school and
stronger scholastic program. TKA
is fully accredited by four separate
endorsing agencies, and our recent
re-accreditation earned high praise
from members of the visiting teams.
A comprehensive assessment
by outside organizations gives
affirmation to our entire school
program. Every aspect of the
school is thoroughly studied and
documented, and then evaluated
by the accreditation teams. The
accreditation process examines
areas such as school operations and
finance, admissions, personnel,
curriculum and instruction,
educational program, student
services, facilities, safety, school

climate, philosophy of education,
and the strategic plan. Internal
self-study committees were formed
around specific areas to analyze
data, complete the review process,
identify strengths, and set goals. The
re-accreditation process took over a
year with the involvement of more
than 100 faculty and staff, the Board
of Governors, and the administrative
team.
During the March visit, school
administrators from across the state
commended our school in many
areas as an exceptional program.
The King’s Academy was recognized
as having one of the strongest
Christian education programs in
the country, providing intentional
Biblical worldview training and
integration. Members of the
Association of Christian Schools
International (ACSI) indicated,
“The development of the whole
child is a real and intentional
commitment for all staff at TKA.
TKA has a plethora of programs and

activities to help students develop
spiritually, intellectually, physically,
emotionally, and socially.”
The Florida Association of
Christian Colleges and Schools
(FACCS) applauded The King’s
Academy for effective school
improvement plans and strategic
initiatives. Additionally, TKA was
commended for placing great value
on the growth of students’ spiritual
health in addition to their scholastic
endeavors and co-curricular
activities.
We recognize the incredible
opportunity and responsibility we
have, to provide both a top-notch
Christian educational program that
ignites learning as well as future
opportunities for our students.
We are proud of the results from
the accreditation visit and are
committed to continual growth and
self-reflection. God has great plans
for our school and the impact our
students will make on the world.

THE KING’S ACADEMY WAS RECOGNIZED AS HAVING ONE OF THE
STRONGEST CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN THE COUNTRY.
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NATIONAL HISTORY DAY PROGRAM
BRINGS HISTORICAL RESEARCH TO LIFE

T

he History Department was
proud to hold its first National
History Day competition. Middle and
high school honors history students
created exhibits, documentaries,
websites, performances, and
historical papers to showcase
research related to the contest theme
— Conflict and Compromise. First
and second place winners in each
category competed against 12 area
public and private schools at the Palm
Beach County competition. Students
represented The King’s Academy
with excellence as seven projects
and 13 students advanced to Florida

Sophomores Emilio Machado and Chris Santiago
delved into their families’ experiences in Cuba
living under Castro’s communist regime. Their
documentary Operation Pedro Pan: Flight out of
Conflict presented information in a creative format
and helped them learn collaboration and time
management. Emilio and Chris were thankful to
their teacher, Ms. Brittany Gay, for teaching them
the research skills necessary to create a winning
project which also honored their parents and
grandparents’ heritage.
Scan to view Chris and
Emilio’s Documentary
Operation Pedro Pan:
Flight out of Conflicts

History Day, the state-level contest
in Tallahassee where more than
1100 students from around the state
competed. The competition provided
multiple opportunities for students
to incorporate advanced technology
skills into history education.

Junior William Hou placed 3rd in the
Individual Documentary category
for his documentary From Conflict to
Compromise: The Evolution of China/U.S.
Relations. William was fascinated by
the differing Cold War perspectives
of the United States and the People’s
Republic of China.

The History Department is proud
of the quality of these students’
work and is excited about their
continued representation of King’s
commitment to academic excellence.
History teacher and History Fair
Coordinator Nikki Berger was
inspired by the students’ success
in their first NHD competition.
“I look forward to building the
program and watching our students
further develop the critical thinking,
writing, research, and 21st century
technological skills this program
incorporates and supports.”

Cristina Lahud (8th) incorporated her favorite Broadway
musical, Newsies, as she examined the newsboys’ strike of
1899 to learn the history behind the musical.

“I knew how theatre brought history to life, and now I have
learned how history can bring theater to life.”
Scan to view William’s
Documentary From Conflict
to Compromise: the Evolution
of China/U.S. Relations
TKA.net | ACADEMICS | 11

GLENN MARTIN
INVESTING IN TKA

L

ittle did Glenn Martin know when he put on his
first TKA uniform to begin fourth grade at a new
school that he would invest decades into making
TKA an exemplary school. His years as a student
were marked by a love of band, football, soccer,
and literature. Glenn and his brother Craig ’86 and
sister Heather ’91 thrived in the new environment.
Earning his undergraduate degree in English
and Speech/Theater, Glenn returned to his alma
mater in the early 90s as an English teacher and
soccer coach. His strong communication skills and
leadership ability paved the way for his promotion
to Assistant High School Principal in 1998. Just two
years later, newly named President Jeff Loveland
tapped Glenn to be the Director of Development.
And so began a life of investment that would
garner such wonderful returns. Glenn brought
energy and conviction to his roles as teacher, coach,
administrator, and director. His senior English
students loved his passion and ability to perform and
interpret literature. His fellow teachers respected his
communication skills and organizational abilities,
and many have appreciated his sincere and personal
approach to promoting The King’s Academy
throughout the community and beyond.

“WORKING WITH GLENN FOR THE PAST 17 YEARS
HAS BEEN A REAL PLEASURE. HE FAITHFULLY
BROUGHT AN ATTENTIVE EAR AND SUPPORTIVE VOICE
TO IMPORTANT SCHOOL DECISIONS. AS A COLLEAGUE,
HE HAS ALWAYS ENCOURAGED THE ENTIRE SCHOOL
1988
GRADUATION
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COMMUNITY TO PROPEL TKA TO THE NEXT LEVEL.”
- DOUGLAS RAINES, HEADMASTER

1994
ENGLISH TEACHER

Glenn has indeed been the voice
and face of TKA for many years. By
assisting the President and other
administrators in constructing
important communications
to parents and the media, by
preparing promotional material
for admissions, by editing the
Chronicle, and even by recording
important announcements, Glenn’s
voice has spoken with clarity and
creativity.
With passion and persistence
Glenn’s voice has asked “Will you
support the work of the Lord at
The King’s Academy?” And many
have answered “Yes, we will.” In a
very tangible sense, Glenn Martin,
as an integral partner with the
president and Board of Governors,

has built TKA in to what one sees
today — a community of motivated
learners thriving and growing
in a world-class facility. Under
Glenn’s leadership, more than
$32,000,000 has been raised to
benefit the students, programs,
and future of The King’s Academy.
Glenn Martin has always been
quick to direct any praise toward
his staff and the many others with
whom he works daily. However,
it is evident to all that it is indeed
his love for the Lord and The
King’s Academy that has inspired
and motivated so many. God has
certainly been glorified through
this humble servant.
As Glenn accepts the call of
God to serve as Head of School

Glenn at the Boswell Science & Technology Center groundbreaking

at Northlake Christian School in
Covington, Louisiana, he will take
with him all of the experience and
passion that has helped develop
him into an outstanding Christian
leader. Having been blessed by his
investment, The King’s Academy
community knows he will continue
to be used by God to multiply His
blessings again at his new school.

“GLENN HAS BEEN A TRUSTED
ADVISOR TO ME FOR MANY
YEARS. HE WAS A WONDERFUL
ADMINISTRATOR AND I WILL MISS
HIM PERSONALLY. I KNOW HE WILL
BE SUCCESSFUL IN HIS NEW ROLE.”
- JEFFREY LOVELAND ’75, COO

Glenn and Sue Martin at the Mane Event

“I ADMIRE GLENN IN SO MANY WAYS. HE HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT MENTOR AND FRIEND TO
ME DURING THE PAST 15 YEARS AND HAS TAUGHT ME A GREAT DEAL PROFESSIONALLY. I AM
GRATEFUL TO HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN FROM THE BEST.”
- ROSARIO LARSON, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
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ADAM

MILLER
ELEMENTARY
PRINCIPAL

Sixth Graders Visit the Museum of the Bible

D

onning cap and gown, 94 sixth
grade students celebrated
the culmination of elementary
school during a moving graduation
ceremony in the Page Family Center
for Performing Arts on May 25th.
The sixth-grade class members were
dynamic ambassadors for The King’s
Academy throughout the state and
country.
Kolby Martin’s essay on World
War II was recognized as the best
in the state by the Daughters of
the American Revolution. During
the annual sixth-grade trip to
Washington D.C., Kolby and 119
of his classmates, parents, and
teachers saw firsthand the WWII
Memorial along with 20 other
monuments and memorials. I loved
seeing the students’ faces when
they first encountered each of our

14 | THE CHRONICLE

nation’s grand monuments. The class
debriefed after every experience and
talked about opportunities, sacrifice,
wisdom, and the Biblical foundation
of our nation.
Joshua modeled this for the
Israelites by constructing a memorial
to God for future generations to
visit. “He said to the Israelites, “In
the future when your descendants
ask their parents, ‘What do these
stones mean?’” (Joshua 4:21) The
sixth-grade trip to Washington
D.C. provides an opportunity to
live out the example given through
God’s Word. It is important to
teach the next generation about the
Christian heritage our nation and
freedom are dependent on for the
continued blessing and vitality of the
American republic. Perhaps the most
spectacular visit the class made was

to the newly opened Museum of the
Bible, an innovative and educational
monument to the Word of God,
located just three blocks from the
U.S. Capitol and in close proximity to
the Smithsonian Museums, which the
class also visited.
During the sixth-grade wax
museum project Luke Ramos
portrayed Ronald Reagan, the
40th U.S. President. Luke repeated
Reagan’s message, “Freedom is never
more than one generation away
from extinction. We didn’t pass it to
our children in the bloodstream. It
must be fought for, protected, and
handed on for them to do the same,
or one day we will spend our sunset
years telling our children and our
children’s children what it was once
like in the United States where men
were free.”

Sixth Grade Superlatives

(Listed alphabetically) Josh Arockiasamy (Reading), Ethan Bender (James 1:22 - Christian Character), Cooper Caldwell (Math 6),
Kylen DeStefano (Pre-Algebra), CJ Dominguez (James 1:12 - Perseverance), Calla Giallombardo (Math 6), Riley Hughes (Social
Studies), Lucas Jimenez (Bible, Science), Carlos Leon (Bible, Pre-Algebra, Science), Joyce Maniquis (Writing), Michael O’Leary
(Social Studies), Reese Prieto (James 1:22 - Christian Character), Kymbal Smith (Reading), Bella Weisz (Reading, Writing), Justin
Wright (Bible, Pre-Algebra, Math 6, Science, Social Studies, Reading, Writing), Logan Zielinski (James 1:12 - Perseverance)

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER SUPERLATIVES

GOLD AWARD

The James 1:12 Perseverance Award was given Justin Wright received the
to CJ Dominguez and Logan Zielinski who both Gold Award for placing first or
stood out among their classmates as students who second in all subject areas.
embraced the Biblical trait of faithful endurance in
difficult times. The James 1:22 Christian Character
Award was given to Ethan Bender and Reese Prieto
who set themselves apart in their walk with the
Lord.

BEST IN THE STATE
Kolby Martin placed first in both
Palm Beach County and the State of
Florida for his essay on World War 1:
Remembering the War to End all Wars
in an essay contest organized by the
Palm Beach Chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution.
TKA.net | ACADEMICS |
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
CLASS OF 2018

T

he class of 2018 represents the
largest and most diverse group
of international students to leave
their legacy at The King’s Academy.
With more than 75 international
students on campus from 20 different
countries, this group of 20 seniors
had a big mission of leading the
growing program into the future.
The class of 2018 broke through with
many “firsts,” including graduating
three of the original six boarding
students (Ryan Ye, Dio Mou, and
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Fred Yu). Additionally, the class
of 2018 included the first ever TKA
international program graduates
from Italy, Ecuador, Antigua, Finland,
Lithuania, Vietnam, France, and Serbia;
who each excelled in different areas
throughout their tenure. Whether
it was Marie Schuhler, Dio Mou,
and Dwayne Tang all being named
Pathfinder Award nominees, or
Jonathan Yang’s dominance in
the pool, breaking six all-time TKA
swimming records, these students

exemplified the vision of the
international program to bring the
excellence of The King’s Academy
to a global level. College acceptances
included seven of the top 50 U.S.
schools as well as the 20th ranked
university in the world (the University
of Toronto). Additional acceptances
include: NYU, UC Irvine, UC Davis,
UC San Diego, the University of
Florida, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute and Boston University.

One of TKA’s international dorm houses

MARIE SCHUHLER
2018 International
Student of Distinction

M

arie Schuhler joined the International Student
Program in the 10th grade and has spent the last
three years making the most of every opportunity available,
including producing an academic record worthy of being
named the International Student of Distinction. The
daughter of Anne and Christophe Schuhler, Marie came to
TKA from her home city of Strasbourg, France and quickly
emerged as a gifted student, adept leader, and beloved
classmate.
Marie has been a standout in the classroom, earning
straight A’s in each of her three years at TKA. She graduated
with a 4.457 GPA, placing her in the top five of her senior
class, and she successfully completed four dual enrollment
and advanced placement courses during her senior year, in
her second language!
Admittedly very shy when she first arrived, Marie
appeared to be on a mission to get involved in everything
TKA offered. She played three sports and was named most
improved in all three, competed in the Science Olympiad,
performed in the His People Honors Choir, traveled with
Model UN, and volunteered her time tutoring students and
participating in community service with the Key Club.
While exploring her passions, Marie blossomed into a
leader on campus. TKA college counselor Robin Carrier
says, “Marie’s greatest contribution to The King’s Academy
is her leadership. She is captain of both the Varsity Golf and
Varsity Tennis teams, treasurer for the Political Science and
Model UN clubs, a Global Student Ambassador, and Advisor
for the International Student Leadership Council. Always
insisting there is room for improvement, she sets goals to
raise the bar in some way for whatever she’s involved in.”
Beyond her many achievements, Marie is beloved for
how she treated people and carried herself during her
time at TKA. Marie has been described by her teachers as
a “quiet powerhouse,” and her AP Calculus teacher, Mrs.
Gorton says, “Not only was she dedicated to success, she
was dedicated to bringing joy to the lives of those around
her. She always had a kind word, especially for the young
tennis players who she mentored.”
Marie has been a true ambassador of her home country
and of the international student program. She has left her
mark on TKA and will no doubt make an impact at the
University of Florida where she will attend this fall with
plans to pursue her dream of becoming a writer.
TKA.net | INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM | 17

STEPHEN

KIMPEL

DIRECTOR OF
STUDENT MINISTRIES

THE GOODNESS OF GOD

I

f indeed Christian community is
the very place that keeps the flame
of hope alive in the human heart then
there have been many moments this
year when the atmosphere felt less
like a spark and more like a blaze.
Even as we look back on this year
and celebrate the spiritual fire that
has been outpouring on campus, we
would be well served to recognize
the spark that initiated all spiritual
growth on campus.
As I reflect on the year I am
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“CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IS THE
PLACE WHERE WE KEEP THE
FLAME OF HOPE ALIVE AMONG
US AND TAKE IT SERIOUSLY
SO THAT IT CAN GROW AND
BECOME STRONGER IN US.”
- HENRI J. M. NOUWEN IN
FINDING MY WAY HOME

so grateful for the goodness
and graciousness of God in our
community. It was not by human
ingenuity or willpower that dozens of
students came to know Christ. It was

through the powerful and unceasing
work of God in and through faithful
leaders around campus.

CAMPUS MINISTRY GROWTH
Throughout the course of the year
we have seen God grow and flourish
different areas of spiritual life across
campus. Just after the start of the
new year, 50 students and faculty
from The King’s Academy served
with Hope Project International in
house building projects in Nicaragua.

The student-led Bible Study,
ONE80, has seen exponential growth
not only quantitatively, but also
qualitatively. This community of
dedicated students has had firsthand
experience seeing lives changed as a
result of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
TKA students launched two distinct
and purposeful worship nights that
saw more than 100 people come
to proclaim the worthiness and
supremacy of God. This year, God
has been abundantly good to us!

In a year school year like 2017-2018
it can be altogether easy to become
hyper-focused solely on the largepicture moves of God on campus.
Certainly, these big advances of
the kingdom of God on campus
are worth our focus. With this in
mind, some of the most beautiful
and profound moments in spiritual
life on campus have arisen in the
simplest of conversations and the
most unassuming moments. God has
worked quite often this year in both

the mysterious and the mundane.
There are too many stories to
share in this year-end recap, but be
assured that the flame of Christian
community is not done growing on
the campus of The King’s Academy.
We are so blessed to have been able
to experience the growth in spiritual
life this year. I pray that we would
continue to seek and share the gospel
purposefully, one student, one class,
one community at a time.

MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE INSPIRES TEACHERS
Secondary Bible faculty walked through
the impressive doors of Washington’s
newest museum in early February
with a sense of great anticipation.
The Museum of the Bible, located just
off the Capital Mall, opened its doors
this past November with a mission to

inform and inspire its visitors with the
history and impact of God’s word. The
experience provided a great time for
fellowship and bonding among the
teachers giving each one of them fresh
spiritual inspiration in a unique way.

“I WAS OVERWHELMED BY A SENSE OF GOD’S PURPOSE IN PRESERVING HIS
WORD AND APPRECIATED TRANSLATORS LIKE WYCLIFFE AND TYNDALL.”
- JEFF GENTRY, 11TH BIBLE TEACHER

“I GAINED A GREATER PERSPECTIVE OF HOW GOD HAS CONNECTED THE
REVELATION OF HIS WORD TO THE NARRATIVE OF GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN.”
- JERRY BARRANTES, INTERNATIONAL BIBLE TEACHER
TKA.net | SPIRITUAL LIFE | 19

TKA ’ S S PIRITUA L LIFE PREFECTS

ALYSSA

BLAKENEY
Alyssa has attended TKA for seven years. She has
led worship for thousands at Christ Fellowship and
has helped lead the Chapel Praise Band and both
student-led nights of worship. Alyssa will be attending
Southeastern University to pursue a degree in worship
ministry.

TKA’S SPIRITUAL

CASEY

GUSTAFSON
Casey has attended TKA for 14 years. He is an
accomplished actor and athlete who has contributed to
both the Conservatory of the Arts and the Varsity Track
Team. Casey will be attending Palm Beach Atlantic in
the fall to pursue a degree in nursing.

“My goal for the student body was to ignite a culture
of faith where students knew they had someone they
could talk to about faith and purpose and also know
that someone was praying for them.”
- Alyssa Blakeney

“Serving as a Spiritual Life Prefect has been one of
the biggest honors of my life. God has strengthened
my relationship with Him tremendously, and I have
seen His hand move so evidently on campus this
year.”
- Casey Gustafson

“Alyssa has a heart for worship and a contagious
sense of authenticity in life. She is unrivaled in her
ability to connect and encourage those who are
younger than her.”
- Stephen Kimpel, Spiritual Life Director

“Casey has a soft heart that is always ready for the
conviction of God. The compassion of Christ flows
from his actions and reminds people of God’s love
for them.”
- Stephen Kimpel, Spiritual Life Director

“MY FLESH MAY FAIL AND MY
SPIRIT MAY GROW WEAK, BUT GOD
REMAINS THE STRENGTH OF MY
HEART, AND HE IS MINE FOREVER.”
PSALM 73:26
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“FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
THAT HE GAVE HIS ONE AND ONLY
SON, THAT WHOEVER BELIEVES IN
HIM SHALL NOT PERISH BUT HAVE
ETERNAL LIFE. “
JOHN 3:16

LIFE LEADERS

SAM

LAUREN

MANOHARAN

RAPP

Sam has attended TKA for four years. He is a member
of the cross country and track and field teams. Sam will
be attending Wilkes Honors College to study biomedical
science. Sam is a recipient of the Alan Reamsnyder
Memorial Award, which recognizes a student who best
exemplifies the qualities of Christian love and devotion
to the Lord, has a strong Christian character, treats those
in authority with respect, and loves fellow students.

Lauren has attended TKA for three years. She was a
member of the varsity volleyball team, Conservatory of
the Arts, and has helped start an international women’s
Bible study this year. Lauren plans to pursue a degree in
ministry and minor in Chinese.

“I desire to be an undivided vessel for Christ and
being a Spiritual Life Prefect has been my goal since
my freshman year. I have seen the power of prayer
this year, and having 17 people accept Christ during
RUSH was truly a highlight.”
- Sam Manoharan
“Sam has a passion to give every ounce of his time
to servanthood. He has the ability to take difficult
theology and make it easy to understand.”
- Stephen Kimpel, Spiritual Life Director
“THE THIEF COMES ONLY TO STEAL
AND KILL AND DESTROY; I HAVE
COME THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE,
AND HAVE IT TO THE FULL.”
JOHN 10:10

“I knew from the start of the year that God had
big plans, and He gave the prefects a vision and
expectancy for it. The four of us have truly worked
hard to show others Christ’s love. I have been able
to watch some of the international girls enter into a
true relationship with God. Watching how Christ is
influencing them has been influential to me.”
- Lauren Rapp
“Lauren has a deep wisdom that is a gift from God. She
has a purity and joy when she speaks about the Lord,
and it subconsciously challenges others to go deeper in
their faith.”
- Stephen Kimpel, Student Life Director

“I KNOW THAT YOU CAN
DO ALL THINGS; NO PURPOSE OF
YOURS CAN BE THWARTED.”
JOB 42:2
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Jump Rope for Heart raised almost $14,000

STUDENTS LEARN THE GIFT OF BLESSING OTHERS
Adam Miller, Elementary Principal

E

lementary students at The
King’s Academy hear the gospel
message of Jesus Christ daily.
Teachers infuse Biblical integration
into their lessons as well as model a
Christ-like example to the students
they shepherd. Students are active
responders to the influences and
messages surrounding them. This
year, more than 40 elementary
students have responded to Jesus’
call of repentance, grace, and
forgiveness by asking Him to be
the Lord and Savior of their lives.
Students apply Christian principles
of kindness and caring for others in
their relationships.
Students have freely given of their
time, talent, and resources to be a
blessing to others. A subtle shift is

taking place where students are no
longer asking what they are going
to receive but rather what they can
give. This school year elementary
students collected more than 600
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas
Child, more than 2,000 canned
goods for the annual food drive,
and raised $641 for the ministry of
First Priority. The money raised will
be used to purchase 641 Bibles for
students attending public schools in
southeast Florida.
A student in the third grade was
supported by classmates in the fight
to end juvenile diabetes as $556 was
collected for an awareness walk.
Jump Rope for Heart exceeded the
goal of raising $10,000 by collecting
$13,909. We concluded the year

with the Baby Bottle Boomerang
Project, which is a spare change
collection for First Care Women’s
Clinic. The elementary students
raised $4,129 for the ministry that
gives women a compassionate
voice of hope when facing a crisis
pregnancy and encourages them to
choose life for their unborn children.
Elementary students are
contributing rather than consuming;
they are active responders to the
opportunities surrounding them.
The values of giving and service
are being taught and modeled. In
a culture of acquiring more, it is a
blessing to see students who have
gone above and beyond to a be a
blessing to others.
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INVESTING IN STUDENTS
A thank you letter from an alumni parent:

“WERE IT NOT FOR THE
KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY
OF THOSE WHO GIVE TO
THE ANNUAL FUND, MY
CHILDREN WOULD NOT BE
WHERE THEY ARE TODAY.”

“The Kings Academy was the only school my boys had known since the age
of four. While our sons were in middle school, we experienced financial
hardships. Although my husband and I have always worked full-time and
overtime when possible, we found it difficult to make ends meet. The thought
of not being able to provide a quality education, and more importantly a
Christian education from The King’s Academy was heartbreaking. When
we learned that there was need-based financial assistance at TKA, we were
hopeful.
How blessed and appreciative we were of the assistance provided. Both
of our boys were able to continue and graduate from King’s and have since
graduated from college with advanced degrees. I am amazed and thankful for
what they have accomplished as a result of the excellent education and firm
spiritual foundation they received at The King’s Academy. They are currently
excelling in the fields of science and engineering.
Were it not for the kindness and generosity of those who give to the Annual
Fund, my children would not be where they are today. We are so grateful
that our boys were able to attend and flourish at The King’s Academy.”

Investing in students through the Annual Fund allows students who
demonstrate financial need the opportunity to benefit from an excellent
Christian education at The King’s Academy. To see how you can help, contact
the Development Office at 561-686-4244 ext 319 or rlarson@tka.net.
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LEAVING A LEGACY

M

rs. Patricia “Trish” Kahlert
was a long-time supporter
of The King’s Academy. Both of
her sons attended TKA. From the
time Karl ’88 enrolled in 1976 until
Hans graduated in ’99, Trish’s love
for the school was evident through
gifts her family made, scholarships
they established, and through
her regular attendance at shows,
games, activities, and so much
more. Her support for the school
endured even after her passing in
2015 as she thoughtfully included
TKA in her estate planning. If you

would like to leave a legacy gift to
The King’s Academy as you plan
your estate, feel free to reach out to
the Development Office for more
information.
“TKA MEANS SO MUCH TO MY
FAMILY AND I AM PROUD THAT
MY MOM’S LEGACY WILL IMPACT
STUDENTS, INCLUDING
MY OWN CHILDREN, THROUGH
HER PLANNED GIVING.”
- HANS KAHLERT ’99

Did You Know?
The IRS charitable rollover provision is now permanent and allows
donors age 70.5 and older to give up to $100,000 to The King’s Academy
directly from their IRAs by directing their Required Minimum Distribution
(which would be taxable) to the school as a charitable gift! Ask your
financial advisor if this is a good way for you to reduce taxes and support
The King’s Academy.
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Science &
Technology
Center
AT THE KING’S ACADEMY

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY
AUGUST 13, 2018

SAV E T H E DAT E
Join us as we celebrate the dedication of
The King’s Academy’s Boswell Science & Technology Center.

MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 2018 AT 9:30 AM
The ceremony will be followed by a behind-the-scenes tour and reception.
The Boswell Science & Technology Center will attract
students to King’s who aspire to cure disease, solve
engineering problems, and provide technological solutions
— allowing needed opportunities to discover God-given
passions rooted in STEM pursuits.

The King’s Academy would like to thank alumni parents
Dale and Cathy Hedrick of Hedrick Brothers Construction
for their work on the construction of the Boswell Science &
Technology Center. There are several TKA alumni who are
currently employed by Hedrick Brothers Construction.

THE BOSWELL CENTER WILL INCLUDE:
• 12,000 sq ft of Educational Space
• 1300 sq ft Smith Family Chemistry/Physics Lab
• 1000 sq ft Life Sciences Labs (3)
• 1500 sq ft Programming/Robotics Lab
• 1800 sq ft Engineering Lab
• Virtual Dissection Programming
• Virtual Chemistry Programming
• 4 Offices for TKA International Student Program

TKA ALUMNI WORKING AT HEDRICK BROTHERS
CONSTRUCTION:
• Jonathan Neal ’16
• Cheney Hedrick ’15
• Daniel Delgado ’13
• Parker Hedrick ’11
• Emily Loveland ’09
• Ashley Criser ’09
• John Richardson ’97
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL BOUTIQUE & TRUNK SHOW

T

he 8th Annual Boutique &
Trunk Show was held on March
2nd and raised more than $25,000
to benefit the school’s Scholarship
& Annual Fund. This exclusive
shopping event allowed guests to
shop specialty vendors featuring
jewelry, clothing, accessories,
skin care products, gift items, and
more, while supporting The King’s
Academy. Guests explored the very
best spring fashions and sought
out gifts for Mother’s Day, Easter,
as well as graduation. As an extra
incentive the first 100 registrants
who pre-purchased tickets for
the event received a special
commemorative shopping tote.
This year’s Boutique event featured
more than 50 vendors, including

businesses owned or represented
by alumni, current and former
TKA families, as well as many
new and returning favorites. In
addition to donating a percentage
of sales, vendors donated items
“IT WAS SO GRATIFYING
TO SEE HOW ALL OF OUR
BOUTIQUE VOLUNTEERS WORKED
TOGETHER TO CREATE ANOTHER
FABULOUS DAY OF FUN AND
FELLOWSHIP.”

Vines, Flowers by Phillis, Kendra
Scott and C.Orrico.
Teachers, students, parents, and
grandparents prepared delectable
treats for the Boutique Bake Shoppe,
while scores more volunteered
throughout the event helping to
make it a fabulously successful
day. Special thanks to all those who
contributed to make the event a
memorable one, particularly event
chairs Teddy Walker, Cristina
Rodriguez, and Apryl Scalici.

TEDDY WALKER, BOUTIQUE CHAIR

from their unique product lines
which were auctioned off during the
afternoon. Guests were excited to
win amazing items from companies
like Mindful Minerals, Vineyard

You won’t want to miss next year’s
event! Make plans to attend the
2018 Boutique & Trunk Show,
which will be held during the fall,
on Wednesday, September 26th!
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John Prieschl will graduate next year from TKA’s STEM Engineering track and plans to study bio-mechanical engineering in college.

STUDENTS IMMERSED IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
John Prieschl ’19
Held at the United Nations Headquarters and the New York Hilton Midtown, the National High School Model United Nations
(NHSMUN) is the world’s largest Model UN conference, with hundreds of schools and thousands of delegates attending
from around the world. It provides students with opportunities to interact with high-profile, relevant United Nations
figures, including an in-person visit with diplomatic representatives of the countries the students are representing.

I

represented the delegation of the
Republic of China in the Security
Council. This was one of the most
challenging experiences of my life.
The number of leaders in the room
was somewhat overwhelming. The
United Nations Security Council,
which is one of the specialized
committees, had topics that I
previously had no knowledge of. One
was the presence of terrorist groups
or systems in the Lake Chad Basin
region of central Africa. This became
the focus of my delegation and the
delegations of other nations relatively
quickly. It was a pressing issue that
needed solutions, sooner rather than
later. There were many points, such
as the strengthening of relief centers
and the cross-breeding of crops, that
we stressed during the three days we
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were in session.
After traveling to Model UN New
York on two separate trips, I believe
this past year has taught me the most
about foreign relations. From
staying in a committee session until
4 a.m. to writing a 20-page resolution
over the course of three days which
was passed by the grace of our Lord
and Savior Jesus, I have never been
involved in such thorough debate.
I learned that no matter how much
information I gathered or how many
clauses I wrote in preparation for
Model UN, compromising is key.
Not everything is handed on a silver
platter, as we can see in today’s
political landscape. Connections and
compromises are two ways we can
create change for the better.
Participating in Model UN has not

changed my worldview
in a major way, but
it has helped me
become a more
analytical thinker
and shaped me into
someone who can
understand the perspectives
of many different people. The world
is not black and white. It is a place
blooming with color that contains
concepts some cannot comprehend.
Model UN has taught me to respect
what I cannot recognize. I think
everyone should be aware of what is
occurring not just overseas, but also
in our own community. If we study
the principles and ideals we have been
taught and continue to learn, then the
world will have just a little more peace
and a little more understanding.

“

We had an amazing experience at Searcy
Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, PA
for Career Day. TKA parent and current
PBC Bar Association President Sia BakerBarnes took us to the courthouse to
observe argument on a motion. We
learned about the types of law practiced
at the firm and got an overview of some
cases. This experience confirmed my
desire to become an attorney and opened
my eyes to considering options besides
my original thought of criminal defense.
- Angie Lares ’19

JUNIOR

”“

CAREER

“

I enjoyed my job shadowing experience
at the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office.
We toured the training facility and several
police helicopters. We also learned what
being a police officer entails and what they
do on a day to day basis. I know I want
to pursue a career that protects others,
either in the military or as a first responder.
- Christopher Hansrote ’19

T

”

he King’s Academy is committed
to providing opportunities for
students to make informed decisions
about college choices and to help
them determine future career paths.
TKA’s College Counseling Department
guides students through the process of
college selection by providing college
fairs, seminars, tours, and individual
counseling for college planning

throughout high school. Another
way for students to explore future
goals is through Junior Career Day.
In February, more than 75 juniors
spent the day at a profession of their
choice. Various businesses welcomed
TKA students to experience firsthand
what a career in their profession
entails. Students visited businesses
related to the arts, athletics, business/

We talked about what SFWMD does,
with a focus on the water operations. The
students were able to attend our weekly
teleconference with the US Army Corps
of Engineers. They learned the water
control system is complicated and how the
agencies interact to manage the system.
They were very respectful and asked some
great questions.
- Calvin Neidrauer, South Florida Water
Management District

”

DAY

finance, communications, education,
engineering/architecture, legal,
medical, ministry, public service,
and science industries. They left
with an increased understanding
of the requirements and rigors of
these careers and a better knowledge
of whether it would be a good fit.
Thank you to parent Marla Bueno for
coordinating TKA’s 2018 Career Day!
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DAVID

SNYDER ’93
ARTIST DIRECTOR

EXCELLENT STORY TELLING CAPTURES CRITICAL ACCLAIM

T

he King’s Theatre Company
experienced a successful 20172018 season with its eclectic mix of
shows starting in January with the
Black Box production of Peter and the
Starcatcher, a swashbuckling grownup prequel to Peter Pan. Producing
this show in the intimate setting of the
Black Box brought important theatre
training to our student actors and it
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allowed an immersive experience for
the audience. Through innovative
staging and superb theatrical
storytelling, Peter and the Starcatcher
exemplified the high-quality theatre
training our students are receiving in
the Conservatory.
Sold-out audiences were highly
entertained with the Company’s
next production, Oliver the Musical.

With a cast of over 200 students that
included our Junior Conservatory
actors, singers, and dancers the
production received great acclaim
and national attention from the
National High School Musical
Theatre Guild. This riveting song
and dance show came to life on a
Broadway set that was shipped across
the country. With more than 700

costumes, a turn-style set, fantastic
choreography, and wonderful
story telling, Oliver the Musical is
a production that will not soon be
forgotten.
Closing the season was the
Company’s most technically
challenging production, Ghost the
Musical, based on the 1990 award
winning movie. This production

showcased the latest technology
through its 20x40 LED digital
backdrop with moving graphics and
the fly rigging used for special effects.
It is exciting to have our students study
and perform with the latest forms of
technology in the theatre industry.
Ghost the Musical brought the Theatre
Company to a much higher level of
excellence through its beautiful story,

live orchestra, incredible singing, and
innovative staging. Audiences were
challenged and moved night after
night by the emotional story telling.
This production won acclaim from
the Regional Theatre Dream Awards
for Best Actor and Best Actress in
a musical with both Clayton Hider
’19 and Olivia Henley ’22 receiving
monetary awards.
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Conservatory Students Visit New York City

M

ore than 100 Conservatory
of the Arts students and
chaperones flew to the “Big Apple”
in February for a 5-day trip of a
lifetime! This is the first year that
students from each discipline of
the Conservatory Program have
participated in this annual trip, giving
them the opportunity to be immersed
in the arts and culture of New York
City, the ultimate destination for
aspiring musicians and artists.

• Instrumental Arts students attended
a symphony performance at
Carnegie Hall.
• Visual Arts students visited the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and
the Guggenheim.
• Dance students saw Romeo &
Juliet Ballet and participated in
Broadway dance classes.
• Broadcast students took a TV tour
and even had the opportunity to
film a short story at YouTube.

• Vocal Arts students performed with
Manhattan Concert Productions in
Broadway Classics at Carnegie Hall
alongside many Broadway legends.
The trip also included a tour of
Radio City Music Hall, the musical
Anastasia, dining in famous
restaurants like Carmines and
Tavern on the Green in Central Park,
breakfast with TKA alumni at The
Plaza, and even time for a little ice
skating at Bryant Park.

“New York City is the world’s greatest city for culture and art. It is essential that the Conservatory of the Arts
offers the opportunity to gain artistic educational experiences through travel. It allows our students to have a
greater advantage in the competitive world of performing arts and it gives them first-hand instructional
and networking experiences with some of the best artists and performers in the industry.”
- David Snyder ’93 – Artistic Director, Conservatory of the Arts

Duffy Jackson

A MEMORABLE NIGHT OF JAZZ

T

he Conservatory Jazz Ensemble
held its 2nd annual Night of Jazz
on April 6th. World renowned jazz
drummer, Duffy Jackson, headlined
the evening along with guest
artist and perennial local favorite,
saxophonist Paul Magersuppe.

Students rehearsed diligently during
Spring and Easter breaks for many
hours to prepare a full-length
program of 13 songs from America’s
songbook. Included in the concert
were several outstanding student
instrumental and vocal soloists who

played to an enthusiastic audience,
including Jill and Rich Switzer, hosts
of the morning show on local jazz
radio station Legends 100.3. The
Switzers gave a glowing review of
the evening on their radio show.

THE KING’S ACADEMY
ANNOUNCES NEW PARTNERSHIP
WITH BALLET PALM BEACH

TKA THEATRE COMPANY 2018-2019 SEASON
10/11-13 &
10/18-20	
12/8

Handel’s Messiah Concert

1/24-26 &
1/31-2/2

Black Box Theater

3/7-9 &
3/14-16
4/25-27 &
5/2-4
Visit TKAFineArts.net to see the complete schedule
for the upcoming season.

The King’s Theatre Company is excited
to be partnering with Ballet Palm Beach
for the 2018-2019 season. This world
renowned professional ballet company
will make the Page Family Center for
Performing Arts its home theatre. The
collaboration will give our Conservatory
dance students the opportunity to
study alongside the company dancers
and receive training from their expert
instructors. Ballet Palm Beach will
perform four shows starting with the The
Great Gatsby in the fall followed by the
holiday favorite, The Nutcracker. In the
Spring they will perform the celebrated
production of Romeo & Juliet followed
by the Company’s closing production of
Wonderland.
TKA.net | FINE ARTS |
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CASEY BULTER PERFORMS AT THE
JIMMY AWARDS IN NEW YORK CITY

CONSERVATORY

T

he King’s Theatre Company was represented
at the 2018 National High School Musical
Theatre Awards, presented by the Broadway League
Foundation, in New York City. Sophomore Casey
Butler earned this incredible honor after winning
Best Performance by an Actor at the Regional
Dream Awards at the Kravis Center on June 7th
for his performance as the Artful Dodger in TKA’s
production of Oliver the Musical. With over 100,000
students nominated from 40 regional programs across
the country, Casey was one of 80 students selected
to compete at the national level at the Jimmy Awards.
The nominees prepared for their Broadway stage
debut during a nine-day professional training intensive
with NYU Tisch School of the Arts’ New Studio
on Broadway faculty members and other theatre
professionals. The Jimmy Awards were broadcast live
on Monday, June 25th at the Minskoff Theatre with
Broadway star, Laura Benanti, hosting. The King’s
Academy Theatre Company is excited about Casey’s
accomplishments and proud to have him represent our
school and the state of Florida at the Jimmy’s.

GIGI

PEREZ

BERKLEE COLLEGE OF MUSIC, BOSTON
VOC AL ARTS TR AC K

Singer/Songwriter Gigi Perez travelled around Palm
Beach County with The Conservatory of the Art’s Jazz
Ensemble as their soloist. Her theatre credits include
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, Les Miserables, Jekyll
and Hyde, The Sound of Music, and most recently as
Oda Mae Brown in Ghost the Musical. A member of the
Student Council for three years, student-producer of
“Around the Globe with Gigi” for the Broadcasting and
Film class, and Homecoming Queen, Gigi will attend
Berklee College of Music to study Professional Music.
“The Conservatory of Arts program exposed me to music and
literature at a very young age and allowed me to explore myself
and my passions. My directors helped me turn that seed of
passion and potential into a livelihood and my reality. The
amount of growth as an artist and as a person during this past
seven years is something I am forever thankful for.”
- Gigi Perez ’18
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“Gigi has been a source of inspiration to many students
and faculty. She has worked diligently to achieve much
success and has grown as an artist while studying in
the Conservatory of the Arts. It will be
exciting to see how God continues to use
her gifts for His glory in the industry of
commercial music.”
- David Snyder ’93, Artistic Director for
Conservatory of the Arts

OF THE ARTS STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

JARED

TODD

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
IN S TRUMENTAL ARTS TRAC K

Having compiled an impressive list of achievements
including selection to numerous symphonic and jazz
honor bands, Senior Superlative for Instrumental
Arts, recipient of the prestigious John Philip Sousa
Band Award and the Conservatory of the Arts diploma
distinction, Jared has chosen to attend the University
of Central Florida to pursue a double major in Jazz
Studies and Music Education. Jared states, “The King’s
Academy Conservatory of the Arts Instrumental Arts
Program has given me many opportunities that high
school musicians such as myself seldom ever have,
including studying under and playing with some of the
most brilliant musicians around. It has given me my
love for jazz and has made me greatly appreciate one of
God’s greatest gifts to mankind: music.”
“As a performer with virtually every major instrumental
ensemble the school offers, Jared has distinguished himself
as an outstanding musician and leader among his peers. He
is a model student who is always demanding more of himself
individually and bringing that hard-bought excellence to the
larger group. Jared is a pillar in the Instrumental Arts program
and a fine Christian young man of exemplary character. He
will be missed, but we know his future
contributions in music will continue to bear
his familiar mark of excellence!”
- David Skinner, Director of
Instrumental Arts

DWAYNE

TANG

BARD COLLEGE, NEW YORK CITY
VI S UAL ARTS TR AC K

A deep critical thinker, Dwayne is highly aware of the
impact one’s culture, upbringing, nationality, and values
can place on an artist. Dwayne began attending The
King’s Academy in his sophomore year as part of the
International Student Program. A pathfinder nominee
for Art, he is the co-founder of the International
Leadership Council and president of the Art Club. He
was a member of National Music, History, English, and
Honor Societies, and His People Honors Choir. I believe
art is a human instinct that runs in our veins, and the
pursuit of art should be as common as the pursuit of
beauty. I would love to improve the art education in
China, and also pass the joy found in art education to
the next generation. Dwayne will attend Bard College in
the fall, where he will study film.
“While creating his artwork, Dwayne longed to bring
all aspects of his identity as a Chinese International
student immersed in American culture with his growing
understanding of Christianity to be a platform for his art.
His fascination for storytelling for a greater purpose was
developed at TKA through chapel, Bible classes, and daily
classroom discussions. At Bard, Dwayne’s intense analytical
critical thinking will be challenged,
developed, and encouraged so he can
become a powerful visual communicator.”
- Laura McFaden, Visual Arts Teacher

CHRIS

HOBBS

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

EXCELLENCE IN ATHLETICS IS A PROCESS
NOT A PRODUCT

T

he 2017-18 Lions athletic season saw
16 championships,* the fast turnaround
of several programs, and six coaches receive
“Coach of the Year” honors. Imagine if
the coaches and student athletes put in
the exact same effort with none of these
achievements. Would the year have been a
waste? The simple answer is no. The King’s
Academy athletic department does not
focus on the product of championships or
accomplishments; rather they focus on the
process of providing an excellent athletic
experience with eternal impact.

*6 District, 6 Invitational, 2 Regional, 1 National,
1 Conference

“The apostle Paul utilized athletic analogies when discussing spiritual
matters with his young protege, Timothy. Paul urged Timothy to chase
after excellence (I Timothy 4:12), to persist in the pursuit of growth
(I Timothy 6:12), and to understand the priorities of spiritual training
(I Timothy 4:8). It is Biblical examples like these that give us the foundation
for an excellent athletic experience that has eternal impact. It is a high
priority to challenge our student athletes to be excellent. It is simply a
higher priority to challenge our student athletes to keep eternity with
Jesus Christ in full view while they are chasing hard after excellence.”
- CHRIS HOBBS, DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

“The process of pursuing excellence is never an accident. It is the result of doing
things the right way, for the right reasons, with the right people willing to trust
the process. We are committed to providing an awesome student-athlete
experience, with excellent coaches, facilities, and leadership while devoting
our efforts to the Lord and allowing Him to receive the glory He deserves.”
- ADAM WINTERS, DIRECTOR OF ATHLETIC OPERATIONS

TURNAROUND
FROM 6-10 TO

17-2

Boys’ lacrosse finished the
2018 season ranked #15
in the state of Florida.
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WINTER/SPRING SEASONS REAP
BENEFITS OF PERSISTENCE

I

t is a challenge for high school
student athletes to keep working
hard when the scoreboard reflects
an undesirable score. Less than 12
months ago, this was the reality for
boys’ basketball, boys’ lacrosse, and
softball as each program struggled
through losing seasons. The 2016-17
season saw Boys’ Basketball lose 20
games, Boys’ Lacrosse limp to a 6-10
record, and Softball scratch their way
to an 8-10 record.
Persistence and positivity paid off
as each program utilized off-season
efforts to continue the development

of their team and some may say the
2017-18 success was an unexpectedly
quick payoff. Boys’ basketball finished
the season with its first winning record
in five years, as well as its first district
playoff win in more than a decade.
Boys’ lacrosse roared through their
season to a 17-2 record, a 16-game
winning streak, and a #15 ranking
by MaxPreps in the state of Florida.
Lady Lions’ softball claimed a 16-6
record, swept rivals Benjamin and
Cardinal Newman, and finished the
season ranked #9 in the FHSAA 4A
classification. The most exciting part

is that young players who will be
returning next year demonstrated the
character trait of positive persistence.
It is this strength of character, more
than developing skills, that makes the
future very bright for the Lions.
THE MOST EXCITING PART IS
THAT YOUNG PLAYERS WHO
WILL BE RETURNING NEXT YEAR
DEMONSTRATED THE CHARACTER
TRAIT OF POSITIVE PERSISTENCE.

SEASONS!
FROM 8-10 TO

16-6

Lady Lions’ softball finished the
2018 season ranked #9 in the
FHSAA 4A classification.
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LIONS ROAR TO HISTORIC DISTRICT &
REGIONAL TRACK CHAMPIONSHIPS

T

KA’s “bluetiful” track was the site
of the 2018 FHSAA Track & Field
District Championships in March,
and it proved to be a great home-field
advantage for the Lions. The boys
defended their 2017 title and the girls
won their second championship in the
last three years. More than 30 student
athletes advanced to Regionals where
history was made with both teams
claiming the Regional Champion title.
For the boys, it was the first regional
championship in school history! The

girls last claimed their only other
regional championship in 2006.
Fifteen individual student athletes,
claiming 12 individual regional
championships, highlighted the team
championship for the Lions.
Track & Field’s historic season came
to a “medal-filled” finish at the FHSAA
State Championship at the University
of North Florida, with eight TKA
athletes claiming 10 medals in seven
different events.

“WHEN I WAS A STUDENT ATHLETE AT TKA, WINNING DISTRICTS WAS
THE MOST EXHILARATING FEELING! I AM SO GRATEFUL TO BE ON THE
COACHING SIDE NOW, RELIVING SOME OF MY FONDEST MOMENTS.
THE RELAY IS ALWAYS AN ELECTRIC RACE, AND AFTER A LIGHTNING DELAY,
YOU COULD FEEL THE NERVES. BOTH THE BOYS AND GIRLS BROUGHT
HOME GOLD, AND THE CROWD WAS BURSTING WITH EXCITEMENT!”
Kim (Ruch) Ledford ’12, Athletic Performance Coach & Assistant Track Coach

BOYS INDIVIDUAL
REGIONAL CHAMPIONS
•
•
•
•

Justin Bridgewater, 800M
Jason Nelms, Triple Jump
Brandon Prichard, Shot Put
Jake Zimmerman, 110M
Hurdles
• 4x400M Relay Team
(Jason Nelms, Caleb Smith,
Christophe St. Pierre,
Adrian Boettger)
• 4x100M Relay Team (Adrian
Boettger, Jason Nelms, Wilfred
Odero, Jake Zimmerman)

GIRLS INDIVIDUAL
REGIONAL CHAMPIONS
• Sierra Smith, 100M & 200M
• Brianna Oats, 100M Hurdles &
300M Hurdles
• Mia Rodriguez, 800M
• 4x400M Relay Team
(Alexis Hobbs, Brianna Oats,
Jillian Payne, Charlotte Poshin)

“WE HAVE A LOT OF NEW AND YOUNG TALENT WHICH MAKES FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR TKA TRACK & FIELD.”
- Janis Smith, Head Track & Field Coach, 4x Big Ten Champion at Ohio State University

LIONS RECOGNIZED FOR
EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP
“COACH OF THE YEAR”
HONORS ROLL IN

TKA’s varsity coaches are selfless
mentors who have elite knowledge of
leadership and their chosen sports. The
2017-18 seasons saw an influx of coach
of the year recognition for the Lions
from a variety of organizations.
Keith Allen – Football Coach of the
Year, South Florida Conference
Bill Mitchell – Cross Country Coach of
the Year, Sun Sentinel
Ashlei Furtado – Volleyball Coach of
the Year, National Christian School
Athletic Association & National
Athletic Association of Private Schools
Chris Hobbs – Boys’ Basketball
District Coach of the Year, Palm Beach
County Hoops
Janis Smith – Track & Field Coach of
the Year, Sun Sentinel
Jonathan Zuchowski (Swimming) Coach of the Year, as voted by the
coaches and administration of TKA
n

n

n

n

n

n

FIRST TEAM RECOGNITION FOR
THE LIONS OF WINTER & SPRING
WINTER
Adrian Boettger – Boys’ Soccer,
First Team All-County, Palm Beach
Post
Haley Gantt – Girls’ Basketball,
First Team All-County, Sun Sentinel
Calvin Johnson – Boys’ Basketball,
First Team All-District, Palm Beach
County Hoops
n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

SPRING
Cameron Stovel – Boys’ Lacrosse,
First Team All-District, District
Lacrosse Coaches
Chris Erneston – Boys’ Lacrosse,
First Team All-District, District
Lacrosse Coaches
Michael Kolkana – Boys’ Lacrosse,
First Team All-District & All-Region,
District Lacrosse Coaches
Molly Erneston – Girls’ Lacrosse,
First Team All-District, District
Lacrosse Coaches
n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

J uliana San Lucas – Girls’ Lacrosse,
First Team All-District, District
Lacrosse Coaches
Jordan Winters – Softball, First Team
All-County, Sun Sentinel
Hannah Federico – Softball,
First Team All-County, Sun Sentinel
Trevor Hollis – Baseball, District
Pitcher of the Year / First Team
All-District, Palm Beach High School
Baseball Network
Jarred Francis – Baseball, First Team
All-District, Palm Beach High School
Baseball Network
Brianna Oats – Track & Field,
First Team All-County, Sun Sentinel
Jake Zimmerman – Track & Field,
First Team All-County, Sun Sentinel
Mia Rodriguez – Track & Field,
First Team All-County, Sun Sentinel
Justin Bridgewater – Track & Field,
Athlete of the Year / First Team
All-County, Sun Sentinel

2018 COLLEGE COMMITMENTS
Madeline Furtado

Volleyball

NCAA D1

Liberty University

Logan Othmer

Golf

NCAA D1

George Washington University

Annie Fletcher

Swimming

NCAA D1

University of North Florida

Tara Leininger

Swimming

NCAA D1

Lafayette College

Jonathan Yang

Swimming

NCAA D3

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Ryan Kingman

Football

NCAA D3

Williams College

Haley Gantt

Basketball

NCAA D2

Biola University

Caylin Gatchell

Cheer

NCAA D1

Samford University

Hannah Scalici

Cheer

NCAA D1

Gardner Webb University

Justin Bridgewater X Country & Track

NCAA D2

Lynn University

Andrew Lee

Baseball

NCAA D1

Louisiana State University

Brianna Oats

Track

NCAA D2

Tusculum College

Kevin Casey

Baseball

NCAA D3

Haverford College

Trevor Hollis

Baseball

NJCAA

Palm Beach State College
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ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
MADELINE

FURTADO
CLASS OF 2018

FURTADO BECOMES FIRST LION TO
RECEIVE PBC SPORTS COMMISSION
ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

M

adeline Furtado’s accomplishments have been
well documented over the past 12 months. The list
of accolades includes Sun Sentinel Player of the Year, The
King’s Academy career leader in kills, and captain of
the Lions’ first volleyball district championship in nine
years. Many around The King’s Academy community
even considered Madeline’s career to be the very best
on the volleyball court the school has ever seen. The
argument for “best ever” was strengthened recently when
the Liberty University commit was nominated to receive
the Palm Beach County Sports Commission’s High School
Female Athlete of the Year award. The nominees
come from every female sport in every high school
in Palm Beach County. The argument for “best ever” was
solidified on March 25 when the Palm Beach County
Sports Commission named Madeline
Furtado its High School Female Athlete
“I’ve been blessed to work with student
of the Year.
athletes as an athletic administrator and
The King’s Academy is no stranger to
coach for 18 years. Every so often you get the
the PBC Sports Commission as Heath
joy of watching one of your student athletes
Evans ’98 and Kim Carter Bloemers ’98
set a new standard, and that’s what
are both members of its Athletic Hall of
Madeline did. Obviously, she was highly
Fame. Furtado breaks new ground for
skilled, but she was also completely
The King’s Academy as she is the first
coachable, supportive of her teammates,
student athlete to be recognized as an
and a mentally tough competitor. When you
Athlete of the Year. Madeline capped
combine all these, you have a student athlete
off her career in perfect Lion fashion as
who exemplifies what excellence looks like,
she opened her acceptance speech by
and in many ways, becomes historic in the
thanking “Jesus Christ, her Lord and
life of your athletic department. I’m so glad
Savior,” reinforcing the core mission
the Palm Beach County Sports Commission
of the athletic department: Excellent
recognized what we already knew.”
Athletics with Eternal Impact.
- Chris Hobbs, Director of Athletics
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CAREER

POINTS

CALVIN

JOHNSON
CLASS OF 2018

CALVIN JOHNSON BECOMES
TENTH MEMBER OF BOYS’ BASKETBALL
1000 POINT CLUB

T

he 2017-2018 boys’ basketball season was full
of surprises, including Calvin Johnson crossing
the 1000 career-point plateau. Johnson averaged just
under 11 points per game in his sophomore and junior
seasons, and while hopes were high for his senior year,
crossing the 1000-point mark was beyond even the
loftiest expectations. Fortunately for Lions Basketball,
Johnson put in time improving himself as an athlete
and basketball player during the off season returning to
his senior season jumping higher, running faster, and
shooting a higher percentage from the free-throw line.
As the Lions headed to Glades Central High School for
the first round of the district playoffs, Johnson needed
21 points to achieve the 1000-point mark. A great season
seemed to be ending as Johnson fouled out with 998
career points and the Lions down five points late in the
fourth quarter. As they had so many times in previous
games this season, the boys “bit down,” and they were
not going to “let go.” The Lions scored nine of the final 10
points of the game to defeat Glades Central, advance to
the next round of the district playoffs, and give Johnson
another shot at 1000 points.
Johnson was not to be denied in his second game
opportunity as he scored points 999 and 1000 the first
time he touched the ball early in the first quarter against
Oxbridge Academy in the district semifinals. It proved to
be the perfect unexpected accomplishment for a Lions
team that performed at an unexpected level all season.
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THE KING’S ACADEMY
PRESCHOOLS ARE GROWING

W

ith five locations across Palm
Beach County, The King’s
Academy Preschools are experiencing
record growth. TKAP Director Vickie
Farmer explains, “We have so many
parents wanting to enroll their
preschoolers that we need to recruit
more teachers. Across all locations,
we actually have waiting lists or maxcapacity. If you know someone who
loves impacting young lives at the
preschool level, we are hiring to keep
up with demand!”
TKAP’s most recent location,
Boynton Beach, which started with
nine students in 2016, now has 35
students. That’s 289% growth in less
than two years! Director Johanna
Machado loves the location’s
purpose-built layout and fenced-in
bike path.
The Palm Beach Gardens location
had 22 students in 2015, and now
has 50 students under director
Gina Leinwol. That represents 127%
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54%

2015

2018

growth for TKA’s second-longest
running location, meeting a great
need in the north county area.
TKAP’s Greenacres location has
34 students and a long waiting list.
It is a cozy location with potential
for growth as qualified teachers are
hired.
TKAP Loxahatchee is our “western”
location, with Stephanie Brintnall
serving as director. The location
has experienced 90% growth since

opening with 20 students in 2015 and
38 students today.
The inaugural TKAP in Royal Palm
Beach remains the largest location
with 60 students after Connect
Church expanded preschool facilities
specifically for TKAP’s expansion.
Cindy Palmer is the Center Director
and one of TKA’s longest-serving
employees. She remains passionate
about partnering with parents as they
rear our youngest students in the love
of Christ.
Overall, since September 2015
when TKAP had 140 students in
three locations, the preschools have
grown to five locations and today
enroll 216 students. That represents
54% student growth in just over
three years. With two new locations
in development, look for more
expansion and growth in coming
years. TKA’s strategic plan The
Future is Now includes a goal of 10
total locations in 10 years.

CHRIS

CHAFIN ’03
ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT

W

hat do a 3D-printed face, TKA
Chemistry teacher Mary Virkler, and
Ivy League soccer championships have in
common? Dr. Chris Chafin ’03 of course!
Chris and his wife Natalie recently moved
back to Palm Beach County as he joined
South Florida Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgery practice.
After graduating from TKA, where he
was a standout on the varsity soccer team,
Chafin attended Rollins College on a
soccer scholarship and was a leader of the
Tars for four years. He then went on to
the University of Pennsylvania for dental
school, where he graduated at the top of
his class with his DMD. He followed that
with medical school earning his Medical
Doctorate (MD) as well as completing
a 6-year oral and maxillofacial surgery residency at
University of Florida. Chris was also selected to serve as
chief resident during his maxillofacial training.
Those are stellar academic achievements for a student
who says, “I really didn’t think of myself as a star student
at King’s. I did well, but I was not top of my class. In fact,
I wrote a note to Mrs. Virkler when I was in my second
semester of Chemistry II to thank her for how amazingly
well she and TKA prepared me to
excel in the sciences in college.
I still vividly remember sitting
in chemistry my freshman year
and realizing how well prepared
I was compared to
my classmates!”
That preparation still
impacts Chris today.
“King’s really taught
me a work ethic, a
desire to achieve,
an ability to
succeed, and

also a passion to give back. One of the key
elements as I joined my practice is that the
practice allows me to spend time on medical
missions trips. The type of work we do at
home and abroad has an enormous impact
on people’s psychology, whether repairing
cleft palates in Vietnam or doing oral
reconstruction in Palm Beach Gardens. Maybe
the most interesting surgery I ever performed
was repairing a man’s entire cheekbone and
nose after he had been hit by a stray bullet
in a drive-by shooting. This innocent man,
who was completely uninvolved, had his face
wrecked. I was able to rebuild it with a lifelike
implant created on a 3D printer, practice the
surgery on a model, and bond the implants to
his native bone. It was so gratifying to be able
to use my training to impact his life!”
Chris also learned leadership at TKA. After leading the
Rollins soccer team and finishing a great college career,
he tried out for the Penn club soccer team. He had used
all NCAA eligibility at Rollins, but the Penn club team
offered an opportunity to keep competing. “After my
try-out, they actually asked me to play and coach. We
ended up winning the Ivy League Championship twice
and competed at the National Club Championships twice
as well. I still play adult soccer with Rob Goossens (TKA
’04 and Flagler College soccer standout) and others now
that I am back in West Palm.”
“One of the best parts of being back in Palm Beach
County is the opportunity to reconnect with TKA
friends such as Joey Testa and Rob Goossens.
TKA was such a formative part of my life
in many ways, and it is gratifying to stay
connected.”
Chris is very happy to be back in Palm
Beach County providing oral surgery care
to the community including wisdom
teeth, dental implants, and oral
reconstructive surgery.

“I WROTE TO MRS. VIRKLER WHEN I WAS IN MY SECOND SEMESTER OF CHEMISTRY II TO THANK HER FOR

HOW AMAZINGLY WELL TKA PREPARED ME TO EXCEL IN THE SCIENCES IN COLLEGE.”
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DR. PREEYA

JEYAPAUL (’98) DESH
ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT

Sri Ramachandra Medical University, MD
Brown University, Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
Wabi Sabi Health Foundation, Founder

P

reeya Jeyapaul graduated from TKA in 1998 and took
a non-traditional approach to pursuing her dream.
“I knew medicine was my career goal. My parents always
expected us to excel in whatever career we chose, and I
knew from a very early age I wanted to study medicine.
We visited my parents’ home country of India when I
was in 10th grade at King’s, and I fell in love with the
country. I was able to go directly from Mrs. Virkler’s 12th
grade physics to medical school at Sri Ramachandra
Medical University. I was dissecting cadavers a few weeks
after graduation,” she explains. “I’ve had to defend that
non-traditional route many times since – it was a tough
decision, but now my experience in India has come full
circle. It has given me a rich understanding and love of
the Indian people and their access to quality healthcare.
The cultural relevance of the gospel in India’s approach to
palliative care is such a key factor in my work today.”
Preeya and her husband Paul Desh, who also is a
physician but focuses on hospital administration at
the VA these days, met during medical school and now
have three children at TKA (Naveen, Nithin, and Ariya).
Preeya’s sister Cynthia ’02 has two children at TKA
Preschool and practices veterinary medicine at their
father’s practice in Royal Palm Beach. After attending
TKA from third grade through graduation, Preeya is
committed to the value of authentic Christian education
which provides both
high level academic preparation
and a Biblical worldview.
“My work with India Gospel
League, and now Wabi Sabi
Health Foundation all stems
from the Christian

education I received at home, at church, and at The
King’s Academy, and I can see God’s leading in my life
throughout,” says Preeya. She will be embarking on a
palliative care fellowship at Columbia University next
year after residencies and fellowships at Brown University
with rotations and research at Harvard University.
For the past two years, Preeya has traveled to India
to pour into the lives of the dying who have very few
resources in a country that does not always value
individual human life. “My original focus was in pediatric
oncology, counterintuitively one of the most joyful and
rewarding disciplines in medicine when you take into
account the almost 80% cure rate (95% for those with
leukemia).”
Preeya now focuses on palliative care, which includes
physical, psychological, and pharmacological care
for patients who are terminally ill. “Of more than 1.3
billion people in India, fewer than one percent receive
any sort of palliative care. They are literally sent home
to die with no plan for comfort care for their pain and
suffering. Our work, Wabi Sabi Health Foundation
(‘beauty in imperfection’ in Japanese), meets the spiritual,
psychological, and medical needs of patients. We partner
with hospitals who have great potential to deliver quality
palliative care but are just not doing so because of funding
and manpower. We use arts for healing- music and art
therapy- as well as other psychosocial supports to model
the message of the Gospel into people’s lives.”
Preeya and Paul formed the Wabi Sabi
Health Foundation this year with
Khanh Le Windham ’98 on the
board. For more information on
how to be part of this effort, visit
wabisabihealth.org.

“TO ME, PALLIATIVE CARE IN INDIA IS LIKE THE GRACE FOUND IN THE GOSPEL. IT
DOESN’T MAKE LOGICAL SENSE TO PUT VALUE ON THE LIFE OF THE SICK AND DYING,

AND YET IT REFLECTS THE PROFOUND WAY JESUS LOVES US.”
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T H E GRAP EVI NE
1

2

6

’82 Paul Grunner (1) has opened a new

gallery in Harborside Place, Jupiter. Dr. Gruner
is a professional dentist and photographer.
His passion for the oceans, wildlife, and world
travel allows him to capture breathtaking
scenes to share with others. Visit his website
at PaulGrunerArt.com and take a trip around
the world.

’85 Natalie (Rajcoomar) Sirjuesingh (2)

toured TKA’s 60-acre campus during a visit
with her husband Dennis and their twin
daughters in late March. She connected with
Bunny (Fronrath) Crocetti and Rob Danley
from the class of ’85. Natalie is the Marketing
Director for a pharmaceutical company in
San Antonio, Texas.

’87 Cathy (James) Higgins (3) recently won

re-election to Atlantis’ City Council! Cathy is
currently serving as Atlantis’ mayor, the first
woman ever to serve in that role and leads the
Conservatory Dance Program at TKA.

’93 Emin Toro (4) has been nominated by

President Trump to be a Judge on the U.S. Tax
Court. Emin is a partner with the Washington
D.C. law firm of Covington and Burling and
clerked for U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas.

’00 Josh Grogis (5) was recently appointed

as Chief-of-Staff for Congressman Tom Cole of
Oklahoma. Josh began his career with Cole at
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the NRCC in 2008 as his Executive Assistant,
during Cole’s service as chairman. Later he
served as a legislative assistant in Cole’s
Washington, D.C. office, then continued to
serve as a field representative and eventually
district director in the Oklahoma office.

’05 Jed Dorsey (6) and wife Sarah

welcomed daughter Libby Mae on January
27 at Good Samaritan Hospital. Libby is the
fourth generation of their family born there!
Jed is a commercial insurance agent with
Insurance Office of America, and they reside
in Palm Beach Gardens.

’06 Kim (Whitaker) Hanson (7) and

husband Ben had a baby boy, Crayton James
on June 2, 2017. They live in Clearwater,
Florida. Kim works for her church part-time
and Ben is a manager at Walgreens.

’06 Ashley Simons (8) and Daniel Canaday

are engaged and will be married in December.
Ashley is a physical therapist for Brooks
Rehabilitation Center in Jacksonville. Daniel
works for diplomatic security and is currently
in Iraq.

’07 Emmanuel Lamur (9) has signed to play

his seventh NFL season with the Oakland
Raiders. During his first six NFL seasons,
Emmanuel played linebacker for the Cincinnati
Bengals and Minnesota Vikings.

ALUMNI AUTHOR
VISITS CAMPUS
’87 Mike Thomas visited TKA’s campus

and spoke to 3rd-6th grade students about
the writing process, including the “secret”
to writing a good story. Mike has released
three books in a nine-book series called The
Secret of the Hidden Scrolls. Mike attended
The King’s Academy from 7th grade and
his mother Eve Thomas was a kindergarten
teacher at TKA for 18 years. Mike enjoyed
catching up with fellow alumni and
classmates including Sonya (Angus ’87)
Jones and Jeff Loveland ’75.
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’07 Michael Simons (10) and wife Nicole
had a daughter, Adelaide Joy on August 4,
2017. Big brother Beau is excited to have a
little sister.

’10 AJ Titus (11) has been named President
of Signarama and was also chosen as 2018
South Florida Business Journal’s 40 Under 40.
Signarama has grown to become a leader
in the signage industry with more than 850
franchise locations in more than 50 countries.

Kara (Hamilton ’94) Taiclet

GIFT CARD WINNERS
Congratulations to Terrence Freeman ’92,
Kara (Hamilton ’94) Taiclet, and
Joshua Schumacher ’11 for winning a
$100 Visa Gift Card each for updating
their alumni information.

We want to stay in touch with
you, if you haven’t updated
your records yet, please visit
tka.net/alumni-contact-info
to complete the online form.
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’10 Christina (Alessi) Matthews (12) is

slaying the competition as a National Beach
Volleyball Player and is looking to fulfill her
dreams as an Olympian. She has already
played overseas for Europe and Asia. Now she
wants to represent the USA. Check out her
recent success on her Facebook Athlete Page
at Christina Alessi Matthews.

’10 Robert Simons and Stephanie Subirats

(13) are engaged with a wedding date set for
September 29, 2018. Robert is an Assistant
Deli Manager at Publix and Stephanie recently
graduated from Barry University with a degree
in occupational therapy.

’12 Brian Grove proposed to Lauren

Bender (14) on April 20 in Central Park in
NYC. The couple have been dating since their
junior year of high school. Brian graduated
from Dartmouth College with a Bachelor of
Engineering degree and works for KimelyHorne in Boca Raton. Lauren graduated from
Samford University with a double major in
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marketing and entrepreneurship and is the
founder and owner of Social Hour Marketing.

’14 Connor Hart (15) graduated from

St. John’s in NYC in May as an Applied
Finance Institute Fellow and Captain of the
St. John’s Federal Reserve Challenge Team.
He has accepted a position as an Assistant
Portfolio Designer with City National Bank
and will be living in Brooklyn.

’14 Jose Kropp (16) has successfully

completed the arduous application process
and has been accepted as one of only 20
students into the University of Southern
California’s School of Cinematic Arts. The
school is known as one of the premier
programs for film scoring in the world.

’14 Katie Mutz (17) married Justin

Schumaker on August 14, 2017 in Apopka,
Florida. Katie is attending Palm Beach Atlantic
University and will student teach in the
fall. Justin is a Naval Sonar Technician on a
submarine currently stationed in King’s Bay,
Georgia. They reside in St. Mary’s, Georgia.

’14 Sarah Collins (18) recently completed
a historically good women’s soccer career
at NCAA Division I Stetson University.
Collins, who finished her four seasons as
the program’s leading goal scorer, was also
recognized by the Atlantic Sun Conference
as a “Winner for Life” award recipient for
her pursuit of excellence on the field, in the
classroom, and in the community.
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’14 Ashley Sousa (19) graduated Summa

Cum Laude from Florida State University
in May with double majors in Business
Management and Marketing and a minor in
Psychology. Ashley was publicly recognized
by the University’s President along with
one other graduate in a class of over 2,000
students for having perfect grades, 4.0 for
all four years. Ashley has accepted a position
with Aldi Supermarkets as a Regional Manager
for one of the South Florida regions.

’14 Clark Aliapoulios (20) married Brooke

Begnoche ’13 in a beautiful ceremony at The
Addison in Boca Raton on June 16. Pastor
and alumni parent Dale Locke performed the
ceremony in front of a striking wooden cross
handmade by Clark. The bridal party included
Garrett Larson ’14 (best man), Shelley Locke
’13 (maid of honor), Clara Aliapoulios ’08,
Katie Wentz ’14, Rachelle Tutwiler ’15,
Hayley Field ’13, Lexie Rowe ’13, Colin
Aliapoulios ’11, Juan Mendez ’15, Luke
Albert ’14, and Bradley Begnoche ’16.
The couple flew to the Amalfi Coast in Italy
for their honeymoon.  

’15 Christina Layton (21) is one of only

four students in the nation to receive an
undergraduate summer research grant from
the Autism Science Foundation. Christina
will spend the summer at the Seaver Autism
Center at Mount Sinai Hospital conducting
innovative research. Christina is currently a
student at Northwestern University with a
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dual major in theater and neuroscience. She
recently played the lead role in a production
of Fairy Tale Lives of Russian Girls.

’15 Caroline Cloninger (22) is studying

Communication and Entrepreneurship at
the University of Denver. Caroline’s first
entrepreneurial venture, the “Butterfly Buds”
are now available online. She worked over
the past semester to develop and market a
product that fixes the problem of tangled
earbuds, especially when travelling or
on-the-go. To find out more about this
innovative product, visit Caroline’s website
at www.butterflybuds.com

’15 Emma Percy (23), recently designed

the lighting for her Senior Project main stage
production, The Servant of Two Masters at
Marymount Manhattan College in New York
City. Emma was head lighting designer and
worked closely with renowned director, Carter
Gill. Emma will graduate early with a BA in
Theatre Arts and is excited to pursue her
dreams in this field.

’16 Marco Bernal (24) recently stopped

by TKA to visit friends and some of his
favorite teachers. Marco is studying Business
Administration & Technology Management at
the BiTS University of Business Leadership in
Berlin, Germany. He has also been working for
Conichi, a technology company, in corporate
sales and is responsible for Spain, Portugal,
the Nordics, and East Coast of the U.S. He
plans to start his own company in the future.

’17 Wylee Mutz took a gap year and

joined Youth with a Mission (YWAM) for
one of their Discipleship Training Schools.
After two months of preparations at the
YWAM base in Lausanne, Switzerland, she
traveled with a team of 16 students from
14 countries to Egypt. Her team’s outreach
involved ministering to street orphans,
refugees from Syria and Sudan, people
living in leprosy camps, and Muslim and
Coptic Christian women. Since returning
in February, Wylee’s focus has remained
on the plight of the Syrian people. God has
provided an opportunity for her to return
to the Middle East this summer, where
she will volunteer at a refugee camp on
the border of Syria, in Turkey. Wylee has
established a GoFundMe page to raise
donations to help with their survival at the
camp. She is doing her part to help them
see the best in their lives and to show that
God is always with them.
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ALUMNI NEWS
ADD YOUR PIECE OF TKA HISTORY

AT TKAVAULT.NET

Do you have digital photos or videos of The King’s Academy
from the 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, or today? Please send them
to Jennifer Anthony at janthony@tka.net or upload them at
TKAvault.net.

HAVING A BABY?

GET A LION CUB ONESIE
Alumni, email us at ttutwiler@tka.net when you have a baby and
we will send you a TKA “Lion Cub” onesie (sized for 6 months).
We would love to see pictures of your little future lion wearing it,
so please post a picture to your social media accounts and tag us
@TKAWPB and use the hashtag #TKAfuturelion.
Since 1970, The King’s Academy has been equipping students to go out and
impact their world in every sphere of influence. We are especially blessed
when alumni choose to send their children to their alma mater. We currently
have approximately 65 alumni families with more than 100 students
attending TKA who are second and third generation lions.

SAVE THE DATE!
Homecoming is the perfect time to reconnect with
classmates and visit your alma mater. Contact your
friends and make plans to attend. Look for your
official homecoming invitation soon!
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HONORARY & MEMORIAM GIFTS
Honorary or Memorial gifts can be an especially meaningful way to
commemorate a loved one or celebrate a personal milestone while also
benefitting The King’s Academy. Gifts may be made in honor or memory of a
loved one, faculty member, friend, or entire class (reunion class gifts), or can
be designated to specific school projects, the scholarship fund, or used where
needed most. Your gift is an investment in shaping the lives of young men and
women who will be tomorrow’s Christian leaders. Gifts may be made by mail
or online.
IN HONOR OF …
A gift was received in honor of the Competitive Cheer Program
Mr. Frank DiMino

IN MEMORY OF …
A gift was received in memory of Wanda Jenkins for a
Scholarship Fund named in her honor
Mr. and Mrs. Rene Delgado
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Hanlon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Larson
A gift was received in memory of Karl Kahlert ’88
The Kahlert Family
A gift was received in memory of Mark S. Kendall
The Kendall Family Charitable Trust
A gift was received in memory of M. Nelson Loveland
Anonymous Donor
Mr. Randall M. Loveland ’77
A gift was received in memory of the victims of the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School Shooting
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Sutton
A gift was received for the Board of Governors’ Award in
memory of Amy Halle Hinckley
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Bell ’73
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Engstrom
Rev. and Dr. Kevin Mahoney
Mr. and Mrs. Todd (Sheryl ’83) Masi
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde S. Meckstroth ’77
Dr. Dominique Musselman ’80
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Percy
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Rasmussen

The King’s Academy, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, encourages all donors to contact their tax and legal professionals regarding tuition prepayments
and their individual estate and tax planning situation. All gifts to The King’s Academy are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

THE K ING’S ACADEMY
8401 Belvedere Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33411

Where Christ is King

Students and faculty of The King’s Academy recently livestreamed
a public reading of the entire New Testament from Studio 70.
Scan the QR Code to listen to the YouTube recording.
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